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Abstract

This research on the Ethnicity and Birds’ Nest Resources in Southeast Asia has 4 research objectives
including; 1. To study the relationship between different ethnic groups in Southeast Asia and birds nest
resources 2. To study the beliefs, culture, economy, society, politics, system of ownership rights and law,
and environmental impact related to the birds’ nest industry in Southeast Asia 3. To study the
importance of the main market for birds’ nests in Hong Kong for the production of birds’ nests in
Southeast Asia 4. To compare models of managing birds’ nest resources used by various ethnic groups
in Southeast Asia through the cases study of the edible bird-nest resource areas in Thailand, Vietnam,
Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia and China (Hong Kong) which is the center of the world edible bird-nest
market. The timeframe of this research was conducted during 2009-2011.

The research found that the ethnic groups in Southeast Asia “collect and use” the edible bird-nest
from the natural sources of 3 species of edible nest-swiftlets including Edible-nest Swiftlet or Collocalia
fuciphaga, White-rumped Swiftlet or Collocalia germani Oustalet and Black-nest Swiftlet or Collocalia
maxima to make the foods and herbs as well as “collect and trade” the edible bird-nest with the Chinese
ethnic group more than 500 years ago. Whereas the edible nest-swiftiet farming in the building emerged
first time at the Sedaya Village in Gresik in Java Island since 1880 before the edible nest-swiftlet farming by
build the building around Southeast Asia after the economic crisis in 1997. Generally, the edible-nest
swiftlet species improve by nature. The edible bird-nest harvest season in each country is different while
the edible bird-nest collection is upon the amount of the edible nest-swiftlet in the building which usually the
edible bird-nest collection will take one time per month.

The ethnic groups in Southeast Asia belief that the edible nest-swiftlet is the virgin bird, token of
the honest and loyalty, asset of the gods, sacred birds which could cause good or bad to the people
who get involve.

Edible bird-nest collection is the risk job. There are the supematural believe practices before
and after the collection including the ritual to play respect to the sacred things, behaving appropriately,
taboos and speak the special language which differ from the everyday life’s language to play the respect
to the cave’s sacred spirits and edible bird-nest's spirit as well as encourage and protect the edible bird-
nest collectors during the collection. Under the patriarchal society there is a discourse prohibit the
woman to collect the edible bird-nest in the cave but not in the swiftlet farming.

The edible bird-nest collecting tools of the ethnic groups in Southeast Asia is not complicate
whereas the swiftlet farming had created several innovation and invention in Indonesia and gradually

distribute to the other countries.



The edible bird’s nest is special food for the millionaire and king. They belief that have edible
bird-nest will make their long life, increase the sexual capacity, increase immunity, health as well as cure
many sickness. Thus there are many formulas to produce the edible bird-nest drinks for health, edible
bird-nest soup, edible bird-nest cosmetic or lotion as well as many edible bird-nest food recipes mixing
with the local resources. Both Chinese in Mainland China and Hong Kong belief in the value of the
edible bird-nest even it is not noticed in the medical treatment list.

“There are 3 forms of natural edible bird-nest resources management including; 1. The personal
and family inherited the legacy rights systems of edible bird-nest cave which the right is inherited from
the older generation by the customary law. 2. The common right system of the edible bird-nest cave. 3.
The state’s rights system of the edible bird-nest cave grant the concession to the private. The legal
enforcement is different in each country whereas the edible bird-nest building is inherited by law. In
China (Hong Kong), there is no law and tax that related to the edible bird-nest business and perceive
the edible bird-nestas a foed.

In economy, the Chinese businessmen are the edible bird-nest buyer to sale both inside and
outside the country which China, Hong Kong and Taiwan are the important edible bird-nest market with
value of edible bird-nest trade around 100 billion Baht per year. In Hong Kong is the biggest edible bird-
nest market in the world with trade value around 2 billion Hong Kong Dollars(HKD) per year. Philippines
are a smallest edible bird-nest producer in Southeast Asia which produce around § tons per year and
Indonesia is the biggest producer in Southeast Asia which produces around 2,000 tons per year. The
non-natural edible bird-nest business is belonged to the high economic status group. v

In the political angle and social field practice angle, there is the exclusion of the access to the
edible bird-nest resource both inside and outside the ethnic groups, there is the stolen of the edible bird-
nest from the cave and the building, the smuggling of the edible bird-nest, the abstention to follow the
regulation and laws on the contract extension of the edibie bird-nest collection concession. In the
democratic countries, there are the assurance of the ethnic rights and respect to the rights and the custom
of the indigenous and ethnic communities. The problems of the robbery and crime from the “War on Edible
bird-nest” occur both inside and outside the ethnic group in Southeast Asia. After the July 2011, there are
the politics of the edible bird-nest business between China and the producer countries in Southeast Asia
thus China had prohibited to import the raw edible bird-nest to the countries

The “Over harvested Edible bird-nest” is because the price of the edible bird-nest price rising
since 1980 and this instance is the cause of the drastic declination of the edible nest-swiflet amount in
Southeast Asia. While the edible bird-nest business by edible bird-nest farming in the building many hiding
impacts to the environment crucially whereas the edible bird-nest building business has the conservation
and protection of the edible nest-swiftlet species better than the edible bird-nest cave business in the
concession area.

The edible bird-nest business which employs the edible bird-nest as the medium establish the

relationship among the people in the same state, same ethnic groups and across the ethnic groups in



Southeast Asia. Access to and the use of the edible bird-nest resource have many forms including;
“exclude from the group” and “include to the group” which related with the center of the power to altow
to access and use the edible bird-nest resource. The “dominant ethnic group” is not the always exclusive
in access to and use of the edible bird-nest only. But the access to and use of the edible bird-nest
resources are diverse.

The edible bird-nest trade or the edible bird-nest building business both inside and outside the
counties among the same ethnic or the edible bird-nest business across the ethnic groups, the people
who are the seller or the buyer will have the indeed relationship and trust each other. The quantity of the
raw edible bird-nest products must be enough to sell to the buyer continuously and enough to supply to
the demand.

In the international level or the trans-state level, the edible bird-nest business is exclusive for
the Chinese ethnic. After there was a case of the Chinese’s “cold turkey of the edible bird-nest business
in July 2011, which is the policy to make the “underground edible bird-nest business” as the legal
products and transform the edible bird-nest market back to China after Hong Kong became the edible
bird-nest market since 1949-2012. While the Chinese ethnic group both seller and buyer in Mainland
China and Hong Kong are not trust the people from Southeast Asia when they go to sell the edible
bird’s nest by themselves because they afraid those will investigate the information. Thus the Chinese
ethnic group in Hong Kong is the influent group which has the dominant power determine the edible
bird’s nest price in China and Hong Kong as well as in Southeast Asia and around the world but anyway
their influence has tendency to decline.

Recommendations; 1. The edible nest-swiftlet species conservation in the natural sources in
the edible bird’s nest collection concession area by the state should release the measurement to recover
and conserve the edible nest-swiftlet urgently. 2. The involved government organization and the
community should release the measurement to establish the good welfare for the edibie bird’s nest
collectors to encourage them to aware of the edible nest-swiftlet which is a promotion approach to
conserve the edible nest-swiftlet species in the natural sources. 3. In order to encourage the progressive
the edible bird’s nest to conform to the current trade situation, Thailand should improve the law to allow
to raises the edible nest-swittlet legally and urgently. 4. The government should release the laws and
regulation to control and promote the edible nest-swiftiet buiding construction to appropriate to the area
and the environment of the communities. 5. The govemment should facilitate and promote the
establishment of the center market of the edible bird’s nest to determine the price both in the countries
and in the region for balancing the edible bird’s nest in the transnational level. 6. The state has to
promote the research on edible nest-swiftlet in every angle especially the research on the angle of the
power practice by the exclusive network of the Chinese that control and exclude the edible bird’s nest

around the world.



