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Abstract

Title: Fatwa System: Case Study of Perlis, Malaysia
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Duration of the Project: September 1, 2009 — October 31, 2010

The research titled, “Fatwa System : Case Study of Perlis, Malaysia” has been set the
research objectives as follows: to study fatwa system, efficiency of fatwa system of Perlis,
Malaysia; and the points of view of people it may concern regarding the problems of fatwa
system; and the guidelines for fatwa system development of Perlis, Malaysia. This research is a
qualitative research by compiling the information from Islamic laws texts, documents concerning
fatwa system of Perlis, Malaysia. And as well, the information from Mufti’s interview, the office
of Islamic religion, the fatwa committees, Islamic Scholars, and the citizens of Perlis. The
analysis of the document information isused the descriptive analysis. The analysis of the
information from the interview is used quantitative data analysis in the form of meaning, logic
linking, data comparative analysis, and make a conclusion.

The finding:

1. Fatwa system of Perlis includes fatwa mechanism, and implementation process.
The fatwa mechanism of Perlis includes the provisions of Islamic fatwa, laws related to fatwa,
such as, federal constitution of Malaysia, constitution of Perlis, Islamic Management Act 2006,
and the Islamic criminal provisions 1991. The agencies and personnel involved are mufti, fatwa

councils, office of Islamic Religion, Malayu Perlis Tradition, Sultans and Sultan Council,



National Fatwa Council, and the Office of Mufti. The implemental process consists of asking for
fatwa, the process of fatwa, and amendment or revocation of fatwa.

2. Perlis services fatwa to Muslim society in Perlis in diagnosis the provisions of
Islamic faith, and the religious or social ceremony. Some fatwa concerns social organizing and
development. Generally, fatwa of Perlis in case of the religious practice according to the Islamic
teaching in the state level has been accepted by the people of Perlis, various practices have been
accepted by society. Some practices are announced, “Don’t practice”, so Perlis society accepts.
And some Perlis announcement in some cases has been highly accepted by Muslim society in
every state in Malaysia. However, scholars, Imams, and people in various Masjid absolutely agree
that most of Perlis people still practice according to most of scholars in Malaysia. Fatwa in Perlis
has scope concerning foreign. It is an efficient fatwa because it got law, budget, personnel, places,
and materials support from government. It is protected by law in case of fatwa divinity, not
underestimate fatwa, and disrespect the fatwa.

3. Fatwa in Perlis has got some problems in acceptance from people in state and
other states in Malaysia, and also from most of Surau in Perlis, some authors, and Sufi group in
Malaysia. Those who involved have described that those problems come from religion
misunderstanding, adherence in tradition, jurisdiction of Islamic religion, and politic. But those
who do not agree give the reason of not acceptance that the reference reason of Fatwa Council of
Perlis is not reliable. From not acceptance problems, The Office of Islamic Religion and The
Fatwa Council found out the solution by developing knowledge and understanding of the people
in various ways. In the other hand, some scholars give different ideas to solve those problems that
those problems should be solved by using morality in acceptance the different ideas and by using
reconciliation. In addition, there are some more problems which are the outcome from fatwa
system of Perlis. Those problems are problems concerning the preservation of traditional pondak
education, and the process of marriage according to Islamic law that are very difficult. This
causes the fornication happens more widely. We see that the government should not be strict

regarding to marriage.



