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Agricultural Commodities Across Border : A Case Study of Transborder of

Corn at Chiengkhong-Huai Xai Border
Jamaree Chiengthong
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Chiang Mai University.

Abstract

During the period of cold war and political confrontation between the first world and second
world which is the time of ideological confrontation between capitalist and sociaist ideologies, the
border between Thailand and Lao PDR had been closed. But once the ideological change had taken
place when the second world or sociaist countries had re-opened their borders to accept investment
from abroad, the border area had become a space to be managed to connect with international
economic system as a single unit of production. As aresult, a concept like “an economic quadrangle”
became a concept utilized to justify the economic connection of 4 countries (Thailand, northern part
of Lao PDR, eastern part of Myanmar, and southern part of China) under a geographical quadrangle
symbol as a single economic area. We may call this a new territorialization of a new capitalist
production area.

After 1989, there has been agricultural development and an expansion of commercial corn
production in the Chiangkhong-Chiangsaen area on the Thai side of the border. This led to the
flowing of Lao labour into Thailand to accept wage work in corn harvesting. In 2005 the total area of
corn production in Thailand was 5.67 million rai. This dropped to 5.14 million rai in 2006 and 5.08
million rai in 2007. In other words, the production area dropped by nearly .6 million rai in two years.
(Thailand used to have the highest area in corn production of 12.38 rai in 1985) The reduction of corn
producing area in the country was due to the fact that Thai farmers had switched to the production of
other cash crops that had better economic return such as tapioca or rubber. However, the corn
producing area in the Chiengkhong-Ciangsaen area remained the same and continually expanded.

Even though the total outlook of corn production area in the country decreased in the 1990s
but demand for animal feed industry, of which corn is the major ingredient had been on a continual
growth resulting the middlemen trying to search for new corn market over the border towards the Lao
side. By 2004 production of cornin Lao PDR had increased significantly, most of which was exported
into Thailand under the management of Thai small and middle border-traders who had Lao trading
partners.

This research had demonstrated the mechanism that enabled the expansion of corn production
into Lao PDR. It examined the significance of border space and the construction of border regulations
as mechanism facilitating the expansion of corn production affecting actors at different levels. It also
examined some policies concerning international cooperations at national and supra-national levels
that affect trading activities in the border area.
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