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Abstract

This research is an anthropological study examining the phenomena of new Chinese
mobility into Mainland Southeast Asian countries after 1990s. Particularly, it focuses on case study
of new groups of Chinese traders and their socio—economic activities in and around Chinese
market, Hauy Xai, BoKaew province in Lao PDR and along the Thai-Laos border. The research
objective is 1) to study pattern and trends of new Chinese movement into GMS border by
considering economic and socio—political implication, and 2) to study the new Chinese traders and
their economic activities at the border which impacts toward GMS border trades, particularly Thai
and Lao border trade.

The research finds that these Chinese traders belong to new Chinese both permanently
and temporarily moving from China after 1990s, differentiating from oversea Chinese movement in
the past. The new Chinese traders mostly are middle and low economic class, having less
economic capital and low income in China. Most of them live in urban and rural areas of southern
and Southeastern China where nowadays having overpopulation, higher rate of unemployment
and growing economic competition.

Their mobility into GMS border is influenced by two main parts. Firstly, the Chinese traders
themselves, as active actors, seek for economic opportunity elsewhere after facing economic
problems in their homeland. Thanks to GMS border opening, they have more chance to not move
into the Chinese big cities where facing economic obstacles, but go further into the GMS border in
order to gain more economic choices. In this sense, they are using GMS border as the “zone of
economic opportunity” in order that they can meet with economic success. Although their border
trade is in transition, they are creating “economic culture” of Chinese capitalism in northern Laos
by using several Chinese socio-cultural strategies of networks and relationship; interpersonal
relationship  (Guanxi), family, locality-based, and Chinese association networks, as well as
Confucius pattern.

The second part supporting their mobility is according to four conditions during after 1980s
onward. Firstly, it is unintended and indirect consequences of economic reform after 1978 which,
on one hand speed-up Chinese economic growth. But on the other, it appears situation of higher
density of population, and unemployment in big cities of China. Secondly, it is the Chinese state

itself and the policy, so-called go-out policy which the state aims to support Chinese migrants and



capitalists to go out of country. The third condition is the GMS regionalization which comforts the
connection of China and Southeast Asia’s people by utilizing overland routes and flexible border
regulations. The last condition is soft power implemented by Chinese state toward Lao PDR
through development activities and funding support. The soft power of Chinese state creates good
images and lead to international cooperation instead of suspicion seen in the past.

This research also finds that these trans-border Chinese traders become the main
dominant actors of border trade, replacing Local Thai and Laotian traders which have long been
trading along the border through their relatives and local trade networks. The Chinese major role
in economic border trends to change border trade pattern, transforming socio-cultural trade among
the local Thai-Lao border traders. In this sense, this becomes direct and indirect impact toward

local border trade in the near future.



