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Abstract

Lopburi has evidence of human settlement from the prehistorical period to the present. As a result,
Lopburi represents settlement pattern and architectural style of Thailand. In the old city area, within 1.5
square kilometers, there are varieties of landuse, of which 25 percent is historic sites; 5 percent is religious
sites; 40 percent is commercial area and 30 percent is residential area. Consequently, Lopburi is considered
as a living historic city. However, the survey found that Lopburi still faces lots of issues of, for example,
deterioration of the monuments, and invasion of human settlement in historical sites. Conservation process in
the past was not able to relate to way of life, which results in low level of awareness and participation of the
local community in conservation. This research, thus, aims to explore possibility of increasing local
participation in the conservation and the factors affecting the level of participation. The activity of this study
was divided into two levels: (1) the actual restoration of Wat Tong-pu as experimental area through
participatory process, which leads to the evaluation of the implementation through stakeholder analysis and
response to research questions. The participatory process consisted of 3 major activities: promotion of local
participation, restoration of pagoda, and development of the Master plan; (2) two evaluation activities at the
city level, which are organization of an open exhibition for information dissemination and public meetings for
gathering ideas and views; and meetings for discussion with local governments. From one year study, the

outputs can be analyzed and summarized as follows:

1) In the past, the conservation plans were developed and prepared by experts. There was no involvement
of local community. In some cases, conservation plan was too comprehensive and multi-dimensional,
which are not practical.

2) Lack of decentralization leads to limitation of public and local involvement and inefficiency of
implementation.

3) Lopburi is feasible to participatory conservation, but necessary to have a third party for coordinate and
facilitate

4) Existing process and tools can enhance the level of awareness of relevant government agencies, but not
sufficient for increasing level of local participation.

5) Based on responses from surveys and consultation with Lopburi governor, conservation of Lopburi city is
feasible and supported by cooperation of local community and governor.

6) Visual aids such as models and 3D, can be considered effective tools for research because it stimulates
understandings and active exchanges of ideas.

7) Vulnerable urban community with economic downturn, conservation will not be of the interest and in
attention. Thus, conservation that can be integrated into local economic development will encourage

local community to participate and cooperate.

Last but not least, this study also discussed lesson-learns from implementation of conservation
process in vulnerable urban community and provided suggestions from experimental areas, as well as,
proposed implementations as guidelines for further studies.
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