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In this study, fruit and vegetable processing in Jom Thong community was used as a case
study for third year students who enrolled in Food Product Development subject in order to enhance
their capability in this field. Also, two different learning models which consisted of conventional and
community-cooperated models were compared. Students were divided into two groups and taught
using either conventional or community-cooperated model. They were assigned to develop new
products from pomelo, bananas, vegetables and some herbs. It was found that students in
conventional group determined to study however they lacked in confidence and decision making
skills. They worked systematically but slowly. However, students in community-cooperated group
gained better understanding in community context. They were enthusiastic and well interacted
within the group and the community. Satisfactory evaluation from both lecturers and the community
found that the scores in terms of their capability in demonstration and knowledge transfer including
product development skills were not significant (p 2 0.05). However, lesson learned process
revealed the capabilities of both lecturers and students. The information obtained could be useful for
development of Food Science and Technology curriculum including learning processes in order to
create graduates with capability to work in the community. This research suggested that the suitable
learning process should start from class lecturing and then students could learn from the
communities based on their local resources and wisdoms. This learning process should be enhanced

by applying information technology, laboratory practices, work presentation, and examination.
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