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Abstract

The research on “Religious Spaces and Self-reidentification of Migrants in the Thai-
Burmese Borderlands™ has been carried out during July 2011-June 2012 in the area of Mae
Sot, Phobphra, Mae Ramat District and a refugee camp. It aims to study 1) structure and
network of three main religions: Buddhism, Christianity and Islam which are upheld by the
migrants; 2) relations between religious space and self-identification of migrants and 3) local
state agencies’ control over Buddhist, Christian and Islam activities. It is found that the three
religions has extensive network across the border. Christianity especially the Baptists has
closely linked with Karen nationalist organizations, Thai Christian national organizations,
and international networks. Buddhist and Islamic communities in the borderlands have more
networks with religious communities and organizations in Burma and Thailand. Migrants
have actively constructed their religious space both in their private and public area. They
constructed their monasteries/churches/mosques wherever possible and also contributed to
the construction of religious monuments and to religious activities organized by local Thai
communities. All religions also support development and welfare activities. Through these
religious and non-religious activities, migrants are able to adjust their internal self from being
suffered, depressive, fearful, and unsecured to become happier, and more hopeful, secured
and confident. Moreover, they are recognized by Thai communities as members of the same
religious communities leading to better co-living. The religious space for migrants are rather
open because of the ambiguous boundary between religiosity and secularity. Moreover, local
officials have revered religious practitioners and understood historical relations of people and
religious practitioners across the border. Both local officials and religious practitioners try to
cooperate with each other although not without tension. The openness of religious space is

however varied from one to another religion and also depending on contingent situation.
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Refugee and IDP Camp Populations: February 2013

TEC Mou
. | Feeding2 UNHCR
Verified Caseload Fiqure Population’®
Province/Camp Female Male  Total Total Total
BURMA/MYANMAR Chiangmai
Shan State bl Wieng Heng 297 287 584 584
| PR | LOH RANT WA {Ethnic Shan)
T T LR I". / 2% | Mae Hong Son
% ;) LN TAI LANG A"‘ :
el vy I; ‘L oFmng _ching 2 Ban Mai Nai Soi* 6,277 6709 12,986 12,766 10,160
Q\ _F___ B¢ oken A T = i i | Ban Mae Surin 1716 1742 3,458 3,376 1,814
il ‘*.‘_‘ ‘-:_';‘ B e | s o o 2 Mae La Oon 6534 6587 13121 12,784 9,391
! Ty 4 , Eniang bt Mae Ra Ma Luang 7503 7333 14,836 14,584 9,172
Bago e | Ban nas surn | Subtotal: | 22,030 22371 44,401 43,510 30,537
\ Fegion P:lizur.-o_.__ﬁ 05--i:-1= T |
5 A | seiladethia] \ _— I_MAERJ- A L UARNE Tak
S \OM,_ch_,:""' et m[m Mae La 22890 22542 45,432 44 879 26,186
ue.?nogws?on_:; ‘if | State e |meLa | Umpiem Mai 7415 7438 14,853 14,536 10,267
r b g | Nu Po 7076 6818 13,894 13.730 8.432
i.:j’.'v; i ’{?‘iﬁ"tﬁf" L v | Subtotal: | 37,381 36,798 74,179 72,945 44,885
2 S
[ narosrman E\ oo T Kanchanaburi
g S THAILAND Ban Don Yang 1814 1668 3,482 3410 2,595
.L‘\. === Ratchaburi
& ol S T pm—— Tham Hin 3430 3166 6,596 6,368 4,369
; Elxtenlnﬂ-um R Total: | 64,952 64290 129,242 || 126,817 82,386
:, Eogion
: Ethnicity®
IDP camps® Female Male Total 78.9% Karen
o Loi Kaw Wan 1,082 1510 3,082 99% Karenni
¥ Loi Sam Sip 191 251 442 36% Burman
A crcam Loi Lam 136 136 212 0.8% Mon
A ”;“’“‘Z”""“‘ Loi Tai Lang 1,174 1412 2,586 05% Shan
: Lo Ee TuHta 1956 1984 3,940 03% Rakhine
& casuat oy Halockhani 1673 1643 3,316 0.3% Chin
AL 0.2% Kachin
Wae oourisay e The Borise Eanartim Total: | 6,712 6,936 13,648 54% Other
Notes:

1. The Verified caseload includes all persons verified as living in the camps and

3

eligible for rafions, registered or not (including students). It excludes all

previously verified residents now permanently out of camp.

. Rations are provided only to those personally attending distributions. The
Feeding Figure is the actual number of beneficiaries recorded as having
collected food rations at distribution the previous month. For example, the

December Feeding Figure is the number of beneficiaries confirmed as

collecting food rations during the November distribution.

. MOWUNHCR figures are registered refugees. Most new
arrivals since 2005 are not registered. UNHCR records an
additional 248 people who have been submitted to the
Provincial Admission Boards (PABs).

. Includes Kayan.

. Population figures for IDP camps are derived from camp
committees on a monthly or quarterly basis depending on
accessiblity.

. From TBC Population Database of verifed caseload; IDP
camps excluded.

4

NN 2.2 uEuiisnnssuaulve-wauansnuIRn e wasfoaa R naunun s 2556

A http://theborderconsortium.org
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