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Abstract

The purposes of this study are: 1) To study the problems and possible impacts from the economic
liberalization of the ASEAN Economic Community(hereinafter called AEC). This emphasizes on the
perceptions of the Thai people in the border community which were conducted through Phu Du
Checkpoint at Moo 2 Moungjedton Village Ban Khok District Uttaradit Province 2) To study the social
capital of the border community which was used as a mechanism for community management to respond
and reduce the impacts of economic liberalization of the ASEAN Economic Community and 3) To
formulate the management plans for the border community through the integration of the social capital of
community in order to develop and protect the society from the impacts of the liberalization of the
ASEAN Economic Community. This study illustrates:

1) The problems and possible impacts of the economic liberalization of the ASEAN Economic
Community on the perceptions of the Thai people in the border community, which were conducted
through Phu Du Checkpoint at Moo 2 Moungjedton Village Ban Khok District Uttaradit Province, are
shown below;

1.1 The current problems of the Moo 2 MoungjedtonVillage can be classified into two types
of problems. First, the problems within Moo 2 Moungjedton Village such as local economic problems;
community health problems; education problems; villagers’ migration problems; infrastructure and
transportation problems. Second, the problems of Moo 2 Moungjedton village related to Phu Du
Checkpoint operation such as economic problems relating trans-border trade; community health problems
resulting from the people from Laos PDR migrated to Phu Du Checkpoint; security and safety problems;
management and environment problems in the area of Phu Du Checkpoint; transportation problem

especially route to Phu Du Checkpoint and route from Paklai Laos PDR to Phu Du Checkpoint.

1.2 The impacts of the economic liberalization of the ASEAN Economic Community can be
divided into positive impact and negative impact. First, the positive impacts are: the development of
productive structure from traditional agriculture to commercial agriculture; the establishment of
agricultural industry in the border community; stabilization of investment in the agricultural industry;

development of tourist industry and service sector in the border community; the establishment of social
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services (education and health care) in the border area; the transformation of the Phu Du Checkpoint area
into the Integrated Administration of Government Agencies; strengthening the relationships with the local
people in both Thailand and Laos PDR; improvement of social status of the villagers in border
community. Second, the negative impacts are: the migration of labors from Laos PDR to Thailand; the
growth of the major manufacturers and distributors in border and across the country affecting the retail
traders in the border; town planning and traffic problems especially at a centre of transportation and tourist
attraction; environment problems in the community; illegal labors from Laos PDR; the problem with
insufficient capacity of Moungjedton Sub-district Administrative Organization; social welfare problems in
the border community; the increase of the economic and social inequality in border community;
unavoidable change on the way of life and social relation resulting from the change of economic structure.

2) The social capital of Moo 2 Moungjedton Village as a mechanism for community management
to respond and reduce the impact of economic liberalization of the ASEAN Economic Community can be
carried out in the followings: 2.1) the network on partnership between Thailand and Laos PDR at the
people and governmental body level; 2.2) the social organizations in the border community; 2.3) the
occupational groups and the funding for village; 2.4) the border trade association; 2.5) good leaders in the
community to be the role model for people in the society; 2.6) the community identity such the use of Ban
Khok Lao Language; 2.7) the community solidarity and the shared values and norms of villagers.

Beside the social capital in Moo 2 Moungjedton Village, the study found that this village and
surrounding area has high mountain and vast natural resources. Moreover this village is nearby the
headwater of Nam Pat which is the main river of Uttaradit with the temperature of 6-12 °C in winter
which is suitable to develop it as a tourist attraction. .

3. The formulation of the management plans for the border community through the integration of
the social capital of community to develop and protect the society from the impact of the liberalization of
the ASEAN Economic Community can be classified in three catagroies of plans. First, Preventive
management plans of the community which consists of four sub-plans: 1) forming a learning community;
2) formulating a community regulation in consistent with the trans-nations community; 3) formulating the
plan for environment management in the community and plan for the use of public area in the community;
4) developing the coordination and information center of border village and Sub-district (Tambon) level.

Second, Promotion/Protection management plans of the community which consists of two sub-plans:
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1) Building the social welfare system in border community; 2) developing the plans to promote a relation
between Thai — Laos people; Third, the management plans for the development of the community which
consists of two sub-plans: 1) developing the community entrepreneurs; 2) developing the plans of eco-
tourism, agricultural and cultural tourism by the community.

Research suggestions

Suggestions for the border community

1. Residents and village leaders of Moo 2 Moungjedton Village (border community) which are
the council of village should provide a social forum to exchange opinion and view of social and economic
issues. The forum should focus on the impact of economic liberalization on border community. .

2. The leaders of Moo 2 Moungjedton Village should promote social activities (social forum)
which help to collect the information while at the same time raising the issues about the impacts of
economic liberalization. The data collected from the villagers will be used to formulate and develop the
community plan in accordance with the public opinion.

3. The community management plans of Moo 2 Moungjedton Village should maintain the balance
between the economic interests and the public interests.

4. Residents of Moo 2 Moungjedton Village should create new social capitals by taking into
account of the current social capital within the community. The research proposed the establishment of
the Youth Network of Ban Khok and Paklay and the introduction of the Cooperate committee for the
development of border area between Ban Khok and Paklay people. .

5. Residents of Moo 2 Moungjedton Village should strengthen the social capital through the
Social Organization of community. In the local level, increasing the number of members of village

committees will help the village to analyze the problems and manage the public affair of village.

Suggestions for Uttaradit province and Low -North Provincial Cluster 1

1. The governmental body or relevant authority in Uttaradit should make the strategy to
strengthen a groups / social organizations in Moo 2 Moungjedton Village. The strategy aims at increasing
the strength of community to develop the potential group / organization by taking into account of

economic and social changes over the border communities.
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2. The governmental body and relevant authority in Uttaradit should develop the Special
Economic Zone Strategy (SEZS) in order to collaborate with the corporate sectors which consists of the
Council Chamber, the Council Industrial of Uttaradit) and the Low-Northern Provincial Cluster. All
corporationsshould develop SEZS as a strategy between Uttaradit —Chaiyabuli border area together with
the public and private organizations of Chaiyabuli Laos PDR. This recommendation can also be carried

out in form of the Memorandum of Understand (MOU) for a joint development.

Policy suggestions

1. the Thai government should develop the Agri-business policy for the people in the border
community area. This will promote the agriculture for commercial purpose in order to extend the
production and investment of the agriculture within the boundary of Thailand or Laos PDR.

2. the Thai government should encourage the strategies of Uttaradit such as establishing the
Integrated Center of Trans-border Administration at Phu Du check point area. This center should have the
authority to operate the trans-border affairs related to the promotion of investment, trade, services, travel
and affairs relating migration. .

3. Thai government should promote the new tourism route to the major world heritage sites
between Thailand and Laos PDR. The new route is called "World Heritage Package" which links the
world heritage town of LuangPrabang with the world heritage city of Sukhothai — Srisachanalai. Such
travel activities will organize from LuangPrabang province to Pak Lai city in Chaiyabuli province and
then pass through Phu Du checkpoint of Uttaradit before arriving at Srisachanalai district and Sukhothai
province.

4. Thai government should improve education and public health system in border community in
order to satisfy the needs of the Laos People in Chaiyabuli province. For the education, the government
should arrange the vocational training in specific fields of study. For the public health, the government

should formulate the health strategies in border area in according with the change of the ASEAN region.
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