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An abstract

The project entitled “The development of people’s participation on Sai-buri watershed
management” was established to strengthen relationships between local people and the Thai
government in managing natural resources during political crisis in the 3 southern-most
provinces. This project was aimed to collect local knowledge on natural resources, to make
use of the knowledge to develop watershed network through policy development processes,
to enhance learning capabilities of the researchers as well as building new local researchers,
and to develop natural resource management plan of Sai-buri watershed through participation
of local people.

This report was divided into 9 chapters i.e., background and literature reviews,
research design, community resources and culture, local knowledge and wisdoms,
watershed’s natural resource management plan, people’s participation and policy linkage, and
conclusion.

This research reflected that the southern-most provinces’ natural resources (land,
forest, water resource, sea, coastal area, paddy fields) have lost and degraded tremendously
due to poor and missed management during long-termed violence situation. All community
rules and regulations were subsided by laws. This allows anyone particularly influential
persons to come and overuse of resources without control. Communities themselves couldn’t
have accessed to the resources they get used to according to the unsafely situation. These
situations make them poor and suffered. The research processes encouraged local people to
understand their situation and team up for the watershed networks, watershed forum and
watershed association to review situation, develop natural resource management plan, and
have dialogues with government agencies concerned to rehabilitate natural resource in the
Sai-buri watershed.
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