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The Status and Adaptation of Muslim Widows in Three Southern Border Provinces: A Case Study of Muslim

Widows in Raman District, Yala Province

The objectives of this research are 1) to study about the social status of Muslim Widows according to
Islamic regulation, 2) to study about Muslim widows’ biography in Raman District, Yala Province, and 3) to
examine the problems confronted by Muslim widows, their adaptation, and social and cultural devices which
help the Muslim widows in Raman District, Yala Provinces. This study is qualitative research which
encompasses document analysis and field study. The field study utilizes the in-depth structured interview and
participated observation. The sampling of this study is a survey of forty people which are mixed of five
categories. The first category is the wives whose husbands have died that are seventeen persons of three
categories: a) five wives of government stuff whose husbands have died in unrest events, b) two wives whose
husbands have been harmed by the government stuff, ¢) ten wives whose husbands have died because of
natural disease. The rest of the other categories are eleven wives who have been divorced, three Muslim
leaders, four local leaders, and five Islamic teachers.

The findings of this study are revealed as follows:

1) The widows whose husbands died or who have been divorced that did not have sexual
intercourse after divorces are allowed to get married immediately. If they are divorced while they are
pregnant, their husbands must take care of and support them until they give birth for both of the divorces that
is allowed and not allowed to get along with the husbands again. The widow is allowed to get married with the
new spouse after giving birth. If the wife agrees to breast-feed her baby, the husband must support and pay
according to his ability. On the other hand, the wives who are divorced while they are not pregnant and they
have menstruation or after this period, they have to wait for the third-time cleanliness (Adhhur) or 93 days.
They have to stay in their husbands’ houses with their husbands’ support. The husbands have no right to
dismiss the wives and the wives also cannot leave the houses unless they cannot stay in the houses because
of their husbands’ behavior. If the wives have been divorced while they are not pregnant and it is the third
time of the divorce, it is not allowed to get along with the husbands again. According to Imam Abu Hanifah,
the husbands have to provide the wives the residences and leaving expense but only the residences for the
Imam Malik and Shafiai.  The husbands who have divorced their wives should give them gift If the cause of
the divorce is from husbands, the wives have right to get all marriage portion from husbands back. If the
divorce happens before they spending life together, the wives have right to get a half of marriage portion
back unless the wives agree to give it all to their husbands or the husbands agree to give it all to the wives.

For the wives whose husbands died and are not pregnant including all status, they have to wait for four



months and ten days with having right to get a quarter of the husbands’ inheritance if they have no children

and an eighth if they have children. Even though the husbands have more wives, they will get it equally.

2) The widows whose husbands died from unrest events are about 34-51 years old, and their
marriages are from their families’ arrangement. Their educational background is completing from high school
at Mathayom six and they have no certain jobs from the time of their husbands’ living. They have medium

living status.

Keywords: Three Southern Border Provinces, Muslim widows, Female Status, Raman District, Yala

Province
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