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Project Code: RDG5410043

Project Title: Malay-Thai Worker migrant’s Remittances from Malaysia to the Border

Provinces of Southern Thailand

Investigator: Suttiporn Bunmak, Thaksin University

E-mail Address: neng_uow@hotmail.com

Project Duration: 15 August 2011- 14 August 2012

The purpose of the project is the remittance behaviors of Malay-Thai migrant workers
in Malaysia to their families in the border provinces of southern Thailand. This study is
designed to include a qualitative study with in-depth interviews and a quantitative study in the
survey among migrant workers and their families. The results of the study show that most of
Malay-Thai migfant workers in Malaysia had sent home in remiltances, in particular
categories of married migrant workers, totaling about 69,478.26 baht per year or 35.94
percent of their income per year. Most migrant workers sent money home through informal
channels with their migrant networks. The remittances are spent for consumption investment
in- everyday life and activities of human capital investment, some of them are used for
productive investment. However, some migrant workers had accumulated saving bank
accounts in Thailand. Recommendation for the government and developing agencies is to
provide issues relating to Malay-Thai migrant workers, such as remittance-transfer options
and promoting the links beiween migration and development through the benefit of

remittance among worker’s family in the border provinces of southern Thailand

Keyword: remitiance, migrant worker, international migration labour
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Abstract

The economic development's success of Thailand and Malaysia is a cause'’s part of
movement among migrant workers in ASEAN. In Thailand and Malaysia, it is necessary to
depend on migrant workers in the country's economic development. The flow of migrant
workers and the illegal employment are the main problem in Thailand and Malaysia. As a
result, the both governments must have a policy of migrant worker management to allow
migrant workers to entry and work to address the shortage of domestic tabor. Thailand and
Malaysia allow skilled migrant workers fo work without restrictions but they have policies to
control and restrict low-skilled migrant workers. In the current, Thailand and Malaysia's
government have a proactive policy to tackle the problem of low-skilled migrant workers by

the bitateral agreement with origin countries to be contract workers

Keywords: remittance, migrant worker, Maly-Thai people
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