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Abstract

Research title: Development Plan for Beef Cattle Management in the Lower Southern Provinces
Researchers: Chaiyawan Wattanachant, Telerngsak Angkuraseranee, Kanokporn Pacheerat,

Bancha Satchaphan and Suchart Suksathit

The aims of this study were (1) to determine the circumstances associated with the production and
marketing of beef cattle and its meat, and (2) to suggest a suitable strategy for beef cattle production for the
lower southern part of Thailand (Trang, Phatthalung, Satun, Songkhla, Pattani, Yala and Naratiwat). Data from
documents and queries were used in this study. A questionnaire was divided in to three parts: general
information about beef cattle farmers, information about modes of beef cattle rearing, and information about the
economic situation of farmers. Interviews were provided by a total of 339 cattle farmers.

From the results, information from the farmers indicated that the main objective for rearing beef cattle
was for food distribution (43.61%) followed by rearing beef cattle as a personal preference (20.30%), for religious
activities (19.55%) and for household consumption (16.54%). Native cattle was the most popular breed (76.27%)
raised by farmers, followed by crossbreeds between Brahman or Charolais with native (20.34%), and finally
Brahman (3.39%). In terms of number of cattle reared, it was found that farmers like to keep about 1-5 cattle for
one production cycle (46.80%), followed by 6-10 (40.24%), 11-15 (8.54%) and more than 16-20 head (4.24%),
respectively. In addition, cattle were mostly tethered (50.00%) nearby a household or crop plantation, while 37.50
and 2.86% of them were freely grazed in natural pasture or reared under semi-intensive systems. However, most
farmers had no pasture area (57.14%), but used public or natural land for grazing or cut grass off of it as cattle
feed.

Rouhage is an important factor in terms of diet in the raising of beef cattle. Analysis of the data from
documents indicated that in the lower southern area, the number of ruminantswas 600,962 head which need
roughage in quantities of approximately 3,465,876.5 kg dry matter (DM)/day or 11,541,368.7 kg (fresh wt.)/day.
When considering only the number of beef cattle reared in this part, 461,596 head of cattle were found which
would consume approximately 3,231,172.0 kg DM/day or 10,759,802.7kg (fresh wt.)/day. However, an estimate
of how much roughage can be produced by this part of the land comes to only 2,404,811.0 kg DM/day.
Therefore, it can be said that theamount ofroughage inthis area is inadequate to support the idea of increasing
the number of beef cattle and other ruminants. Increasing forage cropsin this area is therefore necessary.

With regard to distribution, by far most of the sample group preferred selling beef as live cattle
(94.00%). They normally earned more than 12,000 baht/head (36.36%) followed by 5,001-8,000 baht/head
(29.55%), 8001-10,000 baht/head (20.45) and 10,001-12,000 bath/head (13.64), respectively. The number of

cattle sold was mostly in the range of 1-2 at a time (73.68%). From this study, ninety five percent of cattle were
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sold right at the farm to local merchants (95.12%), while 4.88% of them were sold to neighbors, and 4.88% were
sold for religious activities. No cattle was sold directly for slaughter or sold at the cattle market.

Regarding beef consumption, it was found that most of consumers in the provinces of Pattani, Yala,
Naratiwat and Satun were Muslim (52.88%) followed by Buddhist (46.78%) and Christian (0.34%), respectively.
Elsewhere in the lower south, consumers in the provinces of Phatthalung, Songkhla and Trang were mostly
Buddhist. In terms of meat preference, it was indicated that beef was mostly the fourth choice of the consumers
who preferred fish as their first choice followed by chicken and seafood. The main reason for beef consumption
was having a taste for beef, and the meat of native cattle was the most accepted. Warm fresh meat from the
fresh market was most commonly purchased for household use. From interviews, the most popular beef cuts for
household consumption were loin and fillet. Consumers normally consumed about 0.5-1 kg per week.

Therefore, appropriate guidelines for management of beef cattle production in the lower southern area
should be designed. In addition, establishment of forage production groups or other alternative feed groups,
including public pasture development groups, and networks of beef cattle raisers is a mission that must be

carried out.
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