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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted by interviewing 2,154 consumers and 76 stakeholders using structured
questionnaires, In addition, in-depth interviews of a representative government and the private sector (13
units) and stakeholder meeting with a total of 50 participants were conducted to study the impact of review
the Ministry of Public Health’s notification of the 264/2545 that prohibit to manufacture, import or sell puffer
fish and foods that used puffer fish as an ingredient. . The study found that nearly 90 percent of consumers

agreed with the notification revision.

The results of study on level of trust and confidence of consumers indicated that most of consumers
have a moderate level of confidence in the measures or standards that the government will set up and more
than 50 percent of them would not consume the puffer fish although it meet the standards. For consumers
who choose to eat puffer fish, their willing to pay (WTP) value started at 21.28 baht per kilogram. The
stakeholder is divided into three groups: 1) fishermen/fish wholesalers, 2) producers/processors/dealers, and
3) government. The results of study on their opinions indicated that the fishermen/fish wholesalers (82
percent) agreed on the notification revision, while 58.8 and 37.5 percent of producer/processors/distributors

and government sector agreed on the notification revision, respectively.

When researchers asked about their confidence on the measures as followings, the raw puffer fish
species must be sorted by registered primary processing establishment and approved by the Department of
Fisheries, workers who trim or cut fish in primary processing establishment have to be registered and
permitted persons, labeling of puffer fish products. It was found that about 60 percent of them confident on
the products however they still would not consume such products. There was only about 40 percent of

sample thought that they would consume puffer fish.

The major reasons of those who supported the review of the notification are 1) to maximize benefit
of resource utilization, 2) increase revenues, and 3) as an alternative food for consumers. Meanwhile, the
logics of those who did not agree with the review of notification are 1) they do not believe that all parties

could follow the standards, and 2) there are other species that are safe to eat.

According to the overall results, the researchers suggested that a review of notification should
respond to the needs of consumers and stakeholders as following 1) the registration and data records of
fishing boats, fish wholesalers, primary processing establishments, processing factories and food-related
industries in the puffer fish should be conducted for traceability, 2) poisonous species must be sorted out at
the commercial fishing boats, landing place and primary processing establishment, 3) quality assurance
system should be developed to control the critical point in sorting processes, this system can be controlled by
refer to or equivalent to Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) system, 4) whole puffer fish
should be allowed to export and it might no need to specify the fish species for export, and 5) consumers

confident should be strengthen.
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