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Abstract

Title : The Participatory Process Building on Public Policy and Strategic Plan for
Communities” Food Security of Samphong Tambol Administrative Organization,
Sri Songkhram District, Nakhon Phanom
Researchers : Mr. Weerasak Juldalai
Miss. Panitha Yongpittayapong
Miss. Natchaya Katkatok
Mr. Nipon tiyabooth
Mr. Punya Suthtibooth

The objective of this study was to 1) study food resource problems affecting food
security such as water scarcity for off-season rice paddy, fish and other aquatic animal
resource depletion in Songkhram River, economic crop and energy crop planting in place of
food crops and solutions for the problems, 2) create stakeholders’ perception on food
security, 3) simulate conditions affecting food security of community via community’s
participatory process, and 4) specify public policy and strategic plan for communities’ food
security via participatory process of every sector.

It was found that the communities possessed 4-dimensional food security in the past
due to abundant food supply from Bung Forest, Tham Forest and Songkhram Basin and their
traditional way of life. At present, the communities face food insecurity in the first dimension
or sufficient food supply and the third dimension or food accessibility. The causes of food
insecurity were planting economic crops in place of in-season rice paddy to raise income,
using some parts of the forests for off-season paddy and lessen ecological potential, using
some sophisticated tools for commercial fishing while the second dimension was still intact
because the community members planted standing timbers at their paddy area in reserve
(30-50 %). In addition, they planned for food production all the year round by planting their
out-season rice crop and raising fish in ponds in the summer. In the fourth dimension or
utilization, the members selected raw material for cooking and used clean water from
qualified village water supply.

The research activities developed cooperation between Samphong Sub-district
Agriculture Office and Samphong Tambol Administrative Organization (STAO). The

cooperation created knowledge and understanding on community food security,



environmental conservation among communities” members which were implemented
through participatory operational workshops and launching the project, Community Farmer
Volunteer. According to the project, the 18 participants were village headmen, village chief.
There were some students from Samphong Vittaya Schools, students from Nakhon Phanom
University residing at the sub-district and nearby sub-districts to participate the project,
Junior Agriculture Volunteer. To make progress at household level and school level, to
simulate the situation on food security, to reflect their views on area changing and to
prioritize problems, the participants were asked to draw pictures depicting Samphong
Communities’ food security in the past and at present time. The main cause of the
aforementioned problems was economic crop and energy crop planting. At the conclusion
of the workshop, the solutions for the problems were introducing a household farm model
for planting area management, artisanal fishery by community’s management, implanting
consciousness of environmental and resource conservation in community’s members, law
enforcing , developing out-season rice paddy in the summer by shifting into October in
order to save water, introducing participatory management and caring on out-season rice
paddy areas among the land owners, their relatives and neighbors , implementing the
proposal of STAO on effective out-season rice planting management, promoting effective
planting area management on food crop, economic plants, energy plants, and artisanal
fishery management, planning for farmers’ readiness on climate changes, doing strategies for
sustainable food securities at community and household levels, promoting effective
systematic agriculture management, implementing natural resource and environment
conservation at Songkhram Basin, setting goals for food security in the villages at household
level with 70 percent of the four-dimension food security within next 3 years, and existing of
a model for at least three natural resource and environment conservation areas of the sub-

district within next 3 years.
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