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Synthesis of Research Plans on Conservation and Development
of Indo-Pacific Chub Mackerel Resource
of the Gulf of Thailand

Executive Summary

This research was initiated due to problems on deterioration of Indo-Pacific Chub
Mackerel Resource of the Gulf of Thailand. With many causes and the complex relations to
various stakeholders, the STRART for RESEARH by scientists was confused and had no clear
direction and/or effective application approach. The situation of basic information,
moreover, was not clarified, and hence the problems for further research such as “What to
do ?” cannot be easily realized. The situation of Indo-Pacific Chub Mackerel resource of the
Gulf of Thailand was also related with multidisciplinary knowhow, e.g. fishery biology,
population dynamic, ecology, geo-hydrology, community-based utilization, government-
based regulation etc. Thus, how to identify the integrated RESEARCH PLAN should be the

first step to be considered.

The research on “Synthesis of Research Plans on Conservation and
Development of Indo-Pacific Chub Mackerel Resource of the Gulf of Thailand”,
therefore, was carried out based on the objective to identify promise RESEARCH PROBLEMS
and synthesize necessary RESARCH PLAN for effective management for sustainability of the
Indo-Pacific Chub Mackerel Resource of the Gulf of Thailand. This research was held by
gathering the whole information, surveys, interviews, and brain-storming discussions so as to

synthesize appropriate research plan that is acceptable, applicable, and effective.

The results obtained can be categorized into 5 issues; 1) Utilization situation and
recent resource problems, 2) List of important problems with details and the priority
analysis, 3) Analysis of former research status and potentials, 4) Analysis of causes of
problems and resolution approach, and 5) Proposal of research plans for the whole resource

management system.



Analysis on the problems occurred, the serious problems were identified to be

» 13

“Over-utilization”, “Governmental policy and regulations”, “Law enforcement”, and “Impact
of other fishing gears”, respectively. In addition, 115 former papers research held in the Gulf
of Thailand was recorded, in which 89% was carried out by the Department of Fisheries,
Thailand. Within that number, 42% was rather old (before 1967). The research trend was
decreased by time but slightly found more from the recent year (2007). Such situation of
research may, thus, out of date that could not effective explain the response of resource to

the changes of both natural and anthropogenic impacts.

The overall views of knowhow of this research provide information on

establishment of REASEACH PLAN in 3 aspects;
1) Research platform and technology development for resource conservation
purposes, i.e. researches on resource genetic and bio-history mitigation, pelagic

fish apartment construction technology, and integrated aquaculture system.

2) Research platform and technology development for natural and socio-economic
effective responses, i.e. researches on environmental impact assessment,
commercial and marketing management, fishing grounds and spawning grounds
clarification, marketing and consumer behavior, and value-added product

development.

3) Research platform and development on management policy and related
regulations, i.e. researches and synthesis on effective fishery policy of Thailand,
research on utilization management through QOUTA fishing system, and effective

approach for law enforcement and conservative attitude development.

The OUTPUTS of this research should be further considered and could motivate
various stakeholders to realize and carry out in each applicable way. Unless holistic and
integrated applications, further effective OUTCOMES on resource conservative development

may not be enhanced.
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