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Abstract

Abstract

This study attempts to identify emerging research issues of national concern related
to agri-food logistics and supply chains to be seriously supported by the Thai government in
the next five years. With the findings gained from the review of relevant international
research literature and national policies on agri-food logistics and supply chains set by
various countries, the study drafts a preliminary list of potential research needs which is later
presented in a number of public meetings held to seek inputs from experts in the fields of
agri-food and logistics and supply chain. Given the priority rating of each issue expressed by
the meeting participants, research issues with relatively high-priority are finally finalized. Past
research works conducted in Thailand are mapped against this list of high-priority research
issues to specify the “knowledge gaps” in the areas of agri-food logistics and supply chain
management that need to be filled by future research works. The study finally proposes
strategy for research in agri-food logistics and supply chain management which categorizes
recommended research issues into 3 strategic areas according to the degree and scope of
the potential impacts on the competitiveness of Thailand’s agri-food industry. The first
group refers to research works addressing the persisting fundamental weakness hampering
logistics efficiencies in Thailand’s agri-food chains. The second group of research issues
involves strengthening the prevailing competencies in the management of Thailand’s agri-
food logistics and supply chains. The last group includes research works conducted to

create new opportunities and sustainability for Thailand’s agri-food industry.
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