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Tourist Handbook: Pongnamron, Chiang Rai

Foreword

This handbook is organized with the data obtained from a research called ‘Iasins3de

d‘ - ] ~I i ] ] x 1 Ld L l; 19 e b -
99 pliuumsdamieafialagguruatnaiigausonia 4 weamurasgurutituliliicfeu muanasans sunedies

dwiadinane’, which aims to figure out the best of local products and the most suitable

commu

nity-based approach. The handbook attempts to provide general information and

provoke understandings and appreciation of the Pongnamron community to the tourists.

The Thailand Community Based Tourism Institute (CBT-I)

This handbook is sponsored by The Thailand Research Fund (TRF)

Rule and procedure

1.

History

To contact the community in advance will allow the community to either prepare
themselves for visitation, or evaluate their readiness to welcome the tourists.

Obligations, regulations, traditions and practices of the host community should be
learned and totally understood.

To dress appropriately like wearing a skirt which is longer than knee length or a
shirt with sleeves is expected, especially at religious sites.

Before taking a photo of local people, monks, farmers or children, the tourists
should respect them by asking for permission.

Any plant or animal should not be spoiled or damaged since it might be concerned
as being fragile, rare, sacred or dangerous to the togrists.

Making a donation to development project of the community is more suitable than
giving the children some money, gifts or candy because this might allow them
getting used to asking those things from the tourists, and lead to dependent
behavior.

Prices of local products are carefully considered to be as reasonable as they could
be by the community so please avoid bargaining,

Please keep the community clean

Please be obedient to the local guides and local interpretators



Pongnamron, Moo.7, Doi Hang, Chiang Rai Province, has been inhabited since

1937. The community dwellers was walking along Kok River and decided to settle in the
left bank of the River, which is Pha Sert Village nowadays. In the past, both Pha Sert
Village and Pongnamron were assembled. However, they have been separated and lie
under different sub-districts (Tambon); the Old Pongnamron is under Tambon Mae Korn
and Pha Sert Village is under Tambon Mae Yao.

General Information

Pongnamron contains a diversity of resided ethnic groups such as Chinese Yunnan,

Akha and Lisu. A number of total households are 94, and total populations are 465. Also,
Pongnamron is the community consisting 4 minor villages as follows:

1.

Kon Muang Village is the main village that consists most of the households.
Villagers, indigenous Northern Thai (Lanna), usually earn their living by tea-
cultivating. Much of the tea is used to produce ‘miang’, a local chewing snack.

Bo Nam Kai Village, 14 households in total, is the village of Lisu located in
elevated area. Because of the location, overall fantastic scenery of Pongnamron can
be captured here. Tea cultivation is the main occupation of most villagers.

Song Kwae Village, named after two converged rivers, is mostly dwelled by the
Chinese Yunnan. Agricultural works like tea cultivation, dried fruits and making
‘Kab Jay’, vegetarian food that processed as same as making pork rinds, remain the
main sources of income for the villagers.

Akha Village, situated in hilly area with approximately 21 households, is composed
of not only rich natural resources like Huai Kaew waterfall, but also cultural
resources representing identity of the Akha tribe.

Festival and Tradition

Festivals and traditions of Pongnamron community will be categorized depending

on ethnic tribes as follows; .

Northern Thai (Lanna)

Tan Khao Mai: the ceremony of offering the new rice held during February

Pee Mai Muang or Songkran Festival: annually held during 13-15 April to celebrate
Thai Traditional New Year

Liang Phi Ban: the tradition of making offerings to spiritual house guardian

Yi Peng or Loy Kratong Festival: authentic festival held annually during November
in order to pay homage to the Goddess of River

Chinese Yunnan/ Lisu



Chinese New Year on February

Liang Jao Tee: the tradition of making offerings to the guardian spirits of the land
on March

Liang Phi Rai: : the tradition of making offerings to the farm animists on July
Sart Chin Day or Chinese Ghost Festival on September or August

The Chinese Moon Festival on August

Akha

*

Gin Khao Mai: held during January or February in order to show respect and
grateful thanks to the sacred guardian of the agro-products

Akha New Year Festival: the tradition of bumping against an egg of Akha people to
celebrate the Akha New Year on April

Akha Swing Festival: annually held on August or September

Christmas Day on December

Tourist attraction

Nam Bo Kai: holy natural spring of the community

Oolong tea plantations: the high elevation of the tea plantation at Song Kwae
village

Chinese Food Processing Learning Center

Chinese Herbs Learning Center at Song Kwae village
Huai Kaew WE.l;eI'fé_l-ll

Akha Tribe Museum

Nature trails

Making process of tea lea leaves and Miang

Bamboo wicker furniture production

Local delicate wickerwork

Experiencing 4 different cultures; Lanna, Akha, Lisu and Chinese Yunnan

Ecology



Located in elevated and mountainous area, Pongnamron is surrounded by abundant
cool damp forests, which is concerned as crucial resource since activities of local people
mostly depend on it like farming and Assam tea-cultivating. The forest, in addition,
generates all-year-round foods to the local to consume such as bamboo worms and crickets
in winter, bamboo shoots and mushrooms in rainy season and natural honey in summer.
The natural resources of Pongnamron village is not only managed to support the
community’s way of living, but also to become a sustainable eco-tourism destination.

Tourism and community development

* Located about 20 kilometers further from Chiang Rai, Pongnamron is one of the
tourist destinations of Chiang Rai province due to Huai Kaew waterfall and
surrounded exotic attractions like Pha Sert Hot Spring and Karen tribes village. A
number of tourists have visited Pongnamron community and stayed over at guest
houses, however, the profits have not been totally generated to the local people. As
a result, the communities themselves decide to become a community-based tourism
destination aiming at developing local participatory-based approach, sustainably
managing resources and quality of life.

Tourist activity
There are 3 highlighted activities as follows.
1. One day trip called ‘Aew muan Gin Miang’

2. 2 days 1 night trip (staying at the homestays) called ‘experience 4 different
ethnic cultures within 2 days’

3. 2 days 1 night trip (camping in the forest)
Product

"According to different ethnic groups of the inhabitants, products of Pongnamron are
produced diversely and uniquely as following;

1. Products from tea, Assam tea and Oolong tea
2. Miang

3. Fruit wines

4. Kab Jay

5. Chinese herbs

6. Bamboo wicker furniture

7. Wickerwork

8. Akha clothing and accessories



9. Souvenirs e.g. key chains, mobile phone case
Preparation
I. Please study information related to the community and surrounded nature
2. Gadgets for taking a nature trails like magnifying glass, binocular and flashlight
3. Proper cloths such as trousers, sneakers or hiking shoes
4. Personal belongings like toothbrush and medicine

5. Be ready to learn new experiences
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