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Abstract

This research has objectives 1) to study process of being migrant worker and
relationships between migrant workers with groups in economic system along
Thailand - Burma border 2) to study assistance operation to migrant worker by Yong
Chi Oo Worker’s Association (YCOWA) among the relationships with power groups
including worker responses to the assistance by using qualitative research
methodology; collecting data from related previous research and papers, in-dept
interview with key informants which are Young Chi Oo staffs, employers, employees,
local government officers, NGOs staffs, non-participant observation in Young Chi Oo
activities in the methodology of Marcus and approach the issues by 1) follow people
2)participate in social activities 3) study live history and 4) analyze related
information.

The study found that:

Young Chi Oo originally has been established by a group of migrant workers
and Burmese students who fled from suppression in their home country since 1988
to Mae Sot. They found that the workers in this area receive unfair wages and set up.
“Young Chi Oo” as a group to help them, provides information about labour rights,
human rights, and health rights and emphasizes on migrant workers in agricultural
sector. Later, the group extends their assistance to workers in industrial sector,
particularly negotiate with employers about wages and run court procedure for
workers.

Young Chi Oo is a social network that assist 3 group of migrant workers;
“casual worker” who left their children at the center while they are working, Young
Chi Oo provides lunch for them. The second group is workers who need to be in
“safe house”, Young Chi Oo gives them news and information through radio
broadcasting and printed media, helps them in legal process and provides vocational
training. The third group is “new comer”, occasional visit the center to ask for health

assistance from mobile clinic and the group who cross the border to find help in
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accessing job opportunity. The group also cooperates with their network organization
such as  MAP-Foundation, LLC and their funder organizations.

Migrant workers have related with the border economic in the daily life level.
In case of high cost border trading would be national economic. In agricultural and
industrial sector it would relate with macroeconomics that need intensive

investment.
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