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Abstract

In the 21" century, many countries came to use “soft power” to increase their charm and co-optive
power. This research studies policies, strategies, resources, and implementations that East Asian
powerhouses, namely Japan, China and South Korea (henceforth, Korea), employ to enhance their soft
power. The three countries are trying to extend their power and influences, especially in Southeast Asia
which has become the stage for power competition. The research aims to create knowledge and policy
recommendations for Thailand to cope with the race on soft power as well as to provide some lessons for
foreign policy-making towards neighboring countries. Adopting Joseph Nye’s concept on “soft power”
which divides soft power resources into three categories: culture, values, and foreign policy, this research
also compares the strengths of soft power resources among the three countries, supplemented by opinion

surveys conducted on people of ASEAN.

The research found that Japan processes the strongest soft power resources both on traditional
culture (e.g. tea ceremony and flower arrangement, which convey Japanese aesthetics) and popular culture
(e.g. Manga, Anime, game, food, fashion, and celebrity). Moreover, Japanese soft power is also being
reinforced by its foreign policies for example, promoting human security, sharing experiences from
disaster management, and Official Development Assistance (ODA), all of which aim to cope with non-
traditional threats. Thus, Japan has more positive image than those of China and Korea in ASEAN

people’s views.

China and Korea have a similar degree on the strength of soft power. China is outstanding in term
of traditional culture, e.g. food, traditional performance, traditional Chinese medicine, and other customs.
Overseas Chinese are important for disseminating Chinese cultures. However, China’s values and foreign
policies rarely support China’s soft power because its action often fails to comply with policy declaration.
Though underlining “Peaceful Rise” and “Good Neighbor Policy”, China lately comes out more with
aggressive policy during Xi Jinping’s tenure. China’s soft power policy seems to lack of clarity and

continuity. Obviously, the incumbent leader apparently uses less soft power resources in foreign policy.

(7



Korea, meanwhile, has two major soft power resources to increase Korea’s charisma. Firstly,
Korean popular culture (e.g. soap opera, movie, music and games) has been popular in East Asia.
Secondly, the development success in both economy and democracy is also widely admired. However,
similar to China, Korea’s soft power policies tend to lack of clarity and continuity since President Park
Geun-hye apparently reduces the use of soft power as the core of foreign policy. The new president turned
to focus on economic policies based on “Sale Diplomacy”. Generally, Korea’s foreign policy has a
tendency to prioritize economic benefits, the North Korea issue, and keeping close ties with the United

States, rather than pursuing its foreign policy in an active and continuous manner.
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10 Joseph S. Nye, Get Smart: Combining Hard and Soft Power, pp. 162-163.
" Ibid.
lgMingjiang Li, Introduction: Soft Power: Nurture Not Nature, pp. 7-9, In, Soft Power: China’s Emerging Strategy in International Politics,

Mingjiang Li (ed.), (Maryland: Lexington Books, 2011).
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“ Jan Melissen, The New Public Diplomacy: Between Theory and Practice, pp. 3-5, In, The New Public Diplomacy: Soft Power in
International Relations, Jan Melissen (ed.), (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005)

 Ibid, pp. 11-12.

* Mark Leonard, Public Diplomacy (London: The Foreign Policy Centre, 2002) Quoted from, Joseph S. Nye, Soft Power: The Mean to
Success in World Politics, pp. 107-109. And In, Jian Wang, Introduction: China’s Search of Soft Power, p. 3, In, Soft Power in China: Public

Diplomacy through Communication, Jian Wang (ed.), (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011).
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** Information Office of the State Council of PRC, Management of Foreign Aid.

. Department of Aid to Foreign Countries, Functions, 21 June 2012, available from http://yws2.mofcom.gov.cn/
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® Ministry of Culture of the PRC, Department of Cultural Industries, 21 June 2012, available from
http://www.ccnt.gov.cn/English/jgsz/bjg/200904/t20090428 62713.html

¥ Ministry of Culture of the PRC, External Cultural Relations and Office for Cultural Affair with HK, Macao and Taiwan Regions, 21 June
2012, available from http://www.ccnt.gov.cn/English/jgsz/bjg/200904/t20090428 62710.html

7oshua Kurlantzick (2006), China’s Charm Offensive in Southeast Asia, p. 273.

*Tao Xie and Benjamin L. Page (2013), What Affects China’s National Image?: a cross-national study of public opinion, Journal of

Contemporary China, 22: 83, p. 855.
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* Joshua Kurlantzick, Charm Offensive: how China’s soft power is transforming the world, p. 62.

* Tao Xie and Benjamin I. Page (2013), What Affects China’s National Image? A cross-national study of public opinion, p. 855.

* Ibid.

“ Xiaoling Zhang, China’s International Broadcasting: a case study of CCTV International, pp.57-69, In, Soft Power in China: Public

Diplomacy through Communication, Jian Wang (ed.), (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011).
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“ Xiaogang Deng and Lening Zhang, China’s Cultural Exports and its Growing Cultural Power in the World, p.151, In, Soft Power: China’s
emerging strategy in international politics, Mingjiang Li (ed.), (Maryland: Lexington Books, 2011)

“ Xiaoling Zhang, China’s International Broadcasting: a case study of CCTV International, pp.57-69.

“China Culture.org, General Administration of Press and Publications, 25 December 2013, available from
http://www1.chinaculture.org/library/2008-01/16/content 127444.htm

“ Interview Li Li, China Institute of Contemporary International Relations (CICIR), China, 5 November 2013.
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“ Department of International Cooperation, Major Responsibilities, 21 June 2012, available from

http://english.mep.gov.cn/About SEPA/Internal Departments/200910/t20091015 162395.htm

® Ministry of Agriculture of the PRC, Main Functions and Organs of Department of International Cooperation, 21 June 2012, available from
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* Jeroen De Kloet... [et al.], National Image Management Begins at Home: imagining the new Olympic citizen, p. 129.
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“ Joshua Kurlantzick, Charm Offensive: how China’s soft power is transforming the world, p. 67.
7 Hanban, Annual Report 2006-2012, 20 January 2014, available from http://www.hanban.org/report/index.html

48Hanbam, About, Chinese Bridge, 20 January 2014, available from http://english.hanban.org/node 8080.htm
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“Chinese Bridge” tioaiuayuInssmsaduaiunendumuniaaougaau luamessme dudauail
2006 NOINU Chinese Bridge laaivayulasansliuda 1,803 Tasenis u 70 Uszmea (Fam1sng

Y 1
AUAN)

® Hanban, About “Chinese Bridge”.
o Ministry of Foreign Affairs of PRC, Foreign Minister Attends China-ASEAN High-level Forum, 20 January 2014, available from

http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wib/zzjg/yzs/gjlb/2787/2789/t1065124.shtml

! Xinhua, Chinese Premier stresses importance of China-ASEAN cultural exchanges, 20 January 2014, available from

http://english.people.com.cn/90883/7623069.html


http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjb/zzjg/yzs/gjlb/2787/2789/t1065124.shtml
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Chinese Bridge Y038 ¥i/1 ¥291) 2006-2012

i AZMEIIU 21MNANAINHIIY AZMEIDU BN Chinese
¥1INIBIA Bridge
w | dsema | wouw | dszma
Tasams | Uszma
2006 1,004 34 = = 15,896 286 65
2007 1,532 104 1,445 42 16,782 295 n/a
2008 2,000 109 2,000 47 16,512 n/a n/a
2009 2,060 109 2,740 71 23,000 451 57
2010 3,000 114 3,099 81 10,000 300 68
2011 3,343 123 3,472 81 9,612 248 67
2012 4,001 128 3,981 90 6,229 223 69
3 16,940 16,737 98,031 1,803

fiu: Hanban Annual Report 2006-2012, <http://www.hanban.org/report/index.htm]>
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a319n50910 “1ATUIOATIANDIOUTIU-TU” (Network of ASEAN-China Think Tanks #39 NACT)
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2 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of PRC, China-ASEAN Cooperation in 2012, 1 March 2014, available from
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx/t990374.shtml

 Interview Wei Ling.
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* Joshua Kurlantzick, Charm Offensive: how China’s soft power is transforming the world, p. 71.
= Study in China, Introduction to Chinese Government Scholarships, 20 January 2014, available from

http://en.csc.edu.cn/Laihua/scholarshipdetailen.aspx?cid=97&id=2070
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* Joshua Kurlantzick, Charm Offensive: how China’s soft power is transforming the world, p. 70.

7 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of PRC, China-ASEAN Cooperation in 2012, 1 March 2014, available from
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx/t990374.shtml and China-ASEAN Business (2011), Full Text: China-ASEAN Cooperation: 1991-2011, A
Semi-Monthly Briefing on China-ASEAN Economic Ties, No. 43, p. 11, available from

http://www.smecorp.gov.my/vn2/sites/default/files/China-ASEAN%20Business%20No.43.pdf
* China Daily, China to boots ties with ASEAN, 1 March 2014, available from http:/www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013livisiteastasia/2013-

10/09/content _17017601.htm


http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx/t990374.shtml
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx/t990374.shtml
http://www.smecorp.gov.my/vn2/sites/default/files/China-ASEAN%20Business%20No.43.pdf
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? Study in China, Conficius Institute Scholarship Program, 20 January 2014, available from
http://en.csc.edu.cn/Laihua/scholarshipdetailen.aspx?cid=218&id=2728
0 Hanban, Annual Report 2006-2012, 20 January 2014, available from http://www.hanban.org/report/index.htm

o Study in China, Chinese local government scholarships, 20 January 2014, available from

http://en.csc.edu.cn/Laihua/scholarshiplisten.aspx?cid=105&PageNo=1

” Study in China, university scholarships, 20 January 2014, available from

http://en.csc.edu.cn/Laihua/scholarshiplisten.aspx?cid=106&PageNo=1
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