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Abstract
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This project aimed at comparing environmental policies and measures and studying
possibility for harmonizing environmental policies among ASEAN members. Coverages of study
were pollution (air, water) waste and waster-water management, greenhouse gas, and some
multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) both regional and global levels. Methods of study
were document research, in-depth interview ASEAN Members’ representatives, and focus groups
from both Thai government agencies and the private sector.

It is found that (a) each ASEAN Member has different levels of pollution problems and
stringency of pollution control; (b) although each has complied MEAs, but the level of compliance
are different because of differences in existing regulation and law (due to political and economic
development). ASEAN collaborations were more successful in conserving natural resourses
(forest, marine, biodiversity) than in solving transboundary pollution (except haze pollution).
However, the measures for those collaborations are not specified apparently to each member
(due to principle of non-interference).

In harmonizing environmental policies among ASEAN Members, the study suggested that
(1) for the national environmental issues, “ASEAN policy” should be equivalent to the lowest
stringent policy (among members), and they should enforce foreign investors to comply their
environmental standards (which is usually tougher than ASEAN'’s standards); (2) for the regional
environmental issues, e.g. transboundary water pollution and haze, ASEAN Memebers’ policies
should be the same direction (though measures differ), and they must corporate seriously, i.e.
setting optimal pollution levels and collaboration mechanism for the ASEAN standards; and (c) for
the global environmental issues, e.g. climate change, all ASEAN Members should have the
identicle policies and measures, and should setup appropriate targets as well as aggreesively
cooporations with non-ASEAN members, so that the “ASEAN policy” should be equivalent to the

highest stringent policy (among members).
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