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Project Code: RDG5540002

Project Title: ASEAN Youth Research Program Phase 1

Investigators: Surat, L.l, Pongdhan 5.2, Surapol, N., , Panjai, T.3 S Im, 5.4
‘Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy, Thailand

“The Fine Arts Department, Thailand

3Silpakom University, Thailand

APSARA Authority, Siem Reap, Cambodia

E-mail Address: suratlertlum@gmail.com

Project Duration: 15 April 2012 - 14 March 2013

Research project between Thailand - Cambodia Youth (ASEAN Youth
Research Program) Phase 1 has members consist of four schools in the area near the
border of Thailand and Cambodia or the area related to this area. The schools are
Tappraya Pittaya School in Non Soong district, Sakaeo province, Soong Noen School
in Soong Noen district, Nakorn Ratchasrima, Thailand, Banteay Chhmar School in
Banteay Meanchey province and Kampong Chheuteal school in Kampong Thom
province, Cambodia. The ASEAN Youth Research Program utilized the knowledge and
experts from the project. “The study of cultures in the past to the present to
develop a database of culture and civilization in the Mekong River Basin and Malaya
Penninsula Phase 2”.

The implementation of the project was achieve to the objective and plan set
out in all respects. Of all schools were motivated to participate in the activities of
the project, which led to the discovery from the youth, such as the discovery of the
ancient road near Muang Sema from Soong Noen students, the discovery of the
ancient Khmer site in Ta Phraya district from the students from Tappraya Pittaya, the
discovery of prehistoric archaeological sites in Banteay Chhmar area, and
understanding ancient urban and irrigation systems in Prasat Sambor area by
Kampong Chheuteal students. Students from all participated schools also studied
and tried to understand and analyze their local culture, which represents the

conscious attention of the youth that joint the project.



In addition to the local culture, additional topic was also conducting research
about local plants of the area from the initiative of HRH Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn. This knowledge is useful to both the local culture and environment
conservation. The data collected from each school was analyzed to identify the
shared culture of Thailand and Cambodia. The result from the study from each
school was presented at "Heritage Education Program for Students: The Khmer-Thai
Students Seminar Siem Reap-Angkor" during 15-18 March 2013, which resulted in the

exchange of experience and good relations between people of both countries

Keywords: ASEAN Youth, local culture, Thailand, Cambodia, archaeological sites,

north-south corridor, east-west cultural corridor and ancient road
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20 Oct 2012

13:00
13:15

13:30-15:00

15:00-16:30

21 Oct 2012

8:30-10:00

10:00-10:30

10:30-12:00

Lunch

13:00-14:30

1. A1TNITIATOUIY

Msalunisinausuiisieazidensenalull

Workshop for Student Research Program on Local Culture

Archaeology, Anthropology, Science and Technology

Kampong Chheuteal High School
20" -21" October 2012

Program

Opening Remark by Gen. Vapirom Manusrangsi

Overview of ASEAN Student Research Program

by Surat Lertlum, Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy, Thailand
Basic Archaeology By Definitions, Methodology and Sample

by Surapol Natapintu, TRF Senior Researcher, Thailand

Introduction to the Heritage Education Tools at Angkor

by Khieu Chan APSARA Authority, Cambodia

Basic Anthropology and Anthropological Interviewing Technique

by Kong Vireak, vice rector, Royal University of Fine Arts

How Important the Local Knowledge Contribute to the Research Project by Im
Sokrithy, APSARA Authority, Cambodia

Local Historical and Archaeological Important

by Hin Sophorn, Culture Department, Kampong Thom Province

Introduction Science and Technology for Cultural Study

by Surat Lertlum, Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy, Thailand
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14:30-16:00 Basic Archaeology by Archaeological Observation and Simple Analysis
by Pongdhan Sampaongern, Fine Arts Department, Thailand
Closing

2. fitsauluniseusy

1) AMZNITUNISTIATINITNILIIVNIUAIUTIL AR DLASIVDIUN-

INFNUNYIAIUNTANEN
(1) wa. 8. MAsud WTass
(2) weUszys Uoe
(3) A3, ANTVUN AYFITI
2) Lecturers from Thailand
(1) Col. Assoc. Prof. Surat Lertlum, Chulachomklao Royal
Military Academy
(2) Assoc. Prof. Surapol Natapintu, Senior Researcher,
Thailand Research Fund
(3) Mr. Pongdhan Sampaongern, Head, Si Thep Historical
Park, Fine Arts Department
3) Lecturers from APSARA Authorithy, Cambodia
(1) Mr. Im Sokrithy, Deputy Director, Department of Land
and Habitat Management
(2) Mr. Khieu Chan, Department of Land and Habitat
Management
4) Culture Department, Kampong Thom Province
(1) Mr. Chhang Kang, Director of the Department of
Culture
(2) Mr. Hin Sophorn, Deputy Director
(3) Mr. Bae Tai Sae, Director of Museum
5) Royal University of Fine Arts
(1) Mr. Kong Vireak, Vice Rector

6) s1evatiniFeuarAgHit1TINEUTY

3
Y
(1) wglAa gule §e1ulens

Y
(2) U8 YU AU ATHALA
9 9 LUV T]
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4 U U W7 Miss. Rin Tevy 10 w.A. 1994 11A
5 U.H.978 @NLWUY Miss. Chay Soklen 10 1.8, 1997 108B
6 UIBAL WIRUN Mr. Kin Phatana 23 @.m. 1995 10B
7 UaN ﬁijJ Miss. Vang Kimsuy 03 n.g. 1997 10 C
8 WA anfy Mr. Som Sokkhim 13 n.g. 1997 10C
9 UNYYBU  WOALW Mr. Chhorn Phalle 07 n.A. 1997 YRS 1
10 U.A.817 1333 Miss Hav Sirirath 19 d.m. 1996 Uel. 1
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3.3 Banteay Chhmar (ingnagtunigasns)
3.3.1 Program and Scope of work
- The work is starting from Aug 2012 to Dec 2012
- The research is conducting in the 15 villages situated in the commune
of Banteay Chhmar. The work is covering two mains topic:
1) Tangible heritage in Banteay Chhmar Commune: going to the
temple, take notes and describe what we see.
2) Tradition and customs of Banteay Chhmar Community: observing
and recording any performing traditions or rituals happening in the community.
3.3.2 Equipment
- One Camera with GPS

- An audio Recording
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- A set of stationary
3.3.3 Methodology

The research has been trained with a researcher from APSARA Authority
on the basic of the interviewing technique and the basic of archaeological research
on the field. The APSARA’s trainer provided a form of 4 pages which is listed the
items has to be taking note during the survey as following: village information and
statistic; Archaeological site; Tradition and Customs. In general, we are interviewing
four people in each village: village’s chief, monk or priest, senior citizen and spiritual
man. After collection the information from the interview, we are going to the field to
check the archaeological sites guiding by the village’s chief or someone who knows
the sites.

3.2.4 Summary of the result

Tradition and Customs: a number of ritual ceremonies are still
performing in the community such as: Ritual for calling the rain when the village
faces with draught; Buddhist ordination; Homage to spiritual protector of the village;
Traditional dance and music and presently the festival of death which is lasting for
15 days (Oct 1-15). The team is ongoing to observe the ritual.

Field surveys the archaeological sites: we are conducting the survey
from village to others. We visited a number of ancient temple buildings and about
10 burial sites in last 8 villages. The sites have been serious looted and most

recently there is still digging the burial sites.

Archaeological remains and the legend related to the village

® Phum thmor Dek Kes The flint of lighter village This village has a
temple of laterite very serious ruined and looted was located at the Northeast.
There a lot of laterite blocks were scattered around the vicinity of the temple.

The village is named Prasat Tbaeng because of in this village has a
ruined brick temple is named Prasat Tbaeng. This village has 4 huts of Neak Ta and
2 temples.

1. Prasat Tbaeng is a very serious ruined and looted brick temple

was on the ground.
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2. Prasat Srae Roung was located on the East of the village. This
temple is surrounded by a moat was cut by a causeway on the East. This temple is

very serious ruined and looted. There is a pedestal on the site.

® Phum Kbal Tonsong
This village has a Buddhist monastery was located on the North.
There is a pre historic site on the West of village is named Kris Kok Ta Kol is about
900 m’ of surface. In the middle of the site has a huge of illegal excavation pit. The
fragment of potteries was scattered all around the site. The twinned dikes or canal

passed through on the South of the village to Banteay Chmar.

® Phum Banteay Chmar Lec (The Western Banteay Chmar Village) has
one hut of Neak Ta at Tumnup Leav where the end of the twinned dikes or canal
downs from range of Dang Raek’s mountain. This village has two temples:

1. Prasat Samnang Ta Sok was located on the Southwest of village.
This ruined temple was built of sandstone and laterite. This temple was surrounded
by two enclosures and a moat was cut by a causeway on the East. The temple is
one of the eight satellite temple of Banteay Chmar.

2. Prasat Ta Naem was located on the Southwest of the village. This
ruined temple was built of sandstone and lateirte. This temple was surrounded by
two enclosures and a moat was cut by a causeway on the East accompanied by a
pond on the Northeast, this is a typical of hospital of Jayavarman Vil and also is one

of the eight satellite temple of Banteay Chmar complex.

® Phum Banteay Chmar Cheng (Northern Banteay Chmar Village)

This Village has five temples:

1. Prasat Chenhchim Trei was located on the North of Banteay
Chmar. This ruined temple was built of sandstone with laterite. The temple was
surrounded by two laterite enclosures and a moat was cut by a causeway on the
East.

2. Prasat Yeay Chou was located on the North of village. This ruined
temple of sandstone with laterite was surrounded by two laterite enclosures with a

moat was cut by a causeway on the East.
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3. Prasat Ta Im was located on the East of village. This ruined
temple of sandstone with laterite was surrounded by two laterite enclosures with a
moat was cut by a causeway on the East.

4. Prasat Mean Bun was located in the middle of the hug water
reservoir on the East of Banteay Chmar. This temple of sandstone and laterite is very
serious ruined and looted.

5. Prasat Banteay Chmar is a hug complex temple of sandstone with
laterite was surrounded by three enclosures and a moat was cut by four causeways

on the cardinal direction.

® Phum Kbal krabei
Phum Kbal krabei is a name of a temple was decorated with three
headed of elephant on the East of village. The ruined temple of bricks was

surrounded by a moat was cut by a causeway on the East.

® Banteay Chmar Tbong (Southern Banteay Chmar village) is two
temples:

1. Prasat Ta Prom is a four human faces temple of sandstone was
located in the middle of village. This temple was surrounded by enclosures and
moat was cut by causeway on the East and on the West.

2. Prasat Ta Phlang was located on Northwest of village. This ruined

temple of sandstone with laterite was surrounded by enclosure.

® Phum Prey Sangha
This new village was created in 1999, all people are new comer. This
territorial was a barbarian or wild person, so at first name of this village is Phum Prey
Sahav literary means the village of barbarian or village of wild person, later on

become Phum Prey Sangha.

® Phum Kok Samrong
Kok Samrong village was located on the North of Banteay Chmar
village, when they created this village has a hug tree is named Samrong was grown
on the dike of a water reservoir on the North of village, so local people decided for

the name of this village. On the Southwest of the village has a great water reservoir
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is named Ang Cheng Krous, was created at the Khmere rouge regime in the purpose
of agriculture.

This village has two pre historic sites:

1. First one was located at the farther North of village was
completely looted and become a farm of cazawa.

2. Second one was located in the middle of the great water
reservoir about 100m by 100m. This site was completely looted and also become a

farm of cazawa.s

m‘wﬁ 3.12 Photo of the activities

3.4 Kampong Chheuteal High School (ngndentUsiaiotfea)

This project is the process of Khmer-Thai Youth’s activities which aim to
strengthen the relationship between the students from both countries in co-research
and sharing knowledge to each other, especially in order to learn from each other

about local cultures such as the historical sites, ancient heritages, traditions and
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lifestyles in their community which originated many hundreds of years .This project is
made as the way to make good relationship between Cambodia and Thailand. On
the other hands, in order to strengthen friendship, understanding and living
peacefully together of people living in the Southeast Asia, to get ready for ASEAN
Economic Cooperation which will be appeared in 2015.
This project consists of the following topics:
3.4.1.1 Researching the ancient city ISANAPURA

ISANAPURA is the name the ancient city during Chenla time. The
ancient city ISANAPURA is to the west of Sambor Prey Kuk temple site in Okrou Kae
village. It is surrounded by the 2,000 meter long old canals for each side. We can find
out only three canals of the south, west and north sides. Nowadays for the canals,
we can take notice that there is water growing with some small plants. In this square-
shaped area, there are 64 temples and are divided into many groups such as : Brasat
Roung, Brasat Kong Rontash Banh, Brasat Baida, Brasat Tkass, Brasat Toek Sampauch,
Brasat Daun Moung, Brasat Khnay Toul, Brasat Broeng and there are more single
temples. Most of these temples stay in broken situations and become hills which we
can understand that they were the old structures in that time.

Purpose of our activities

1. To check where the ancient city ISANAPURA is

2. To visit, study and set a record of the canals of the city

3. To find out temples and old structures in the area

4. To find out old poles of zone of borders to protect the ancient
area

5. To find out the ancient roads and to walk along on them

6. To study situation, views, ponds, old canals and people’s
plantations

7. To take part in setting up the prevented zone-poles

8. To take part in discovering and understanding the structures,
ancient objects and people’s equipments under the ground

When we walked to the west side of the ancient city, we could see

the ancient road which was built in the time of this city. It links the city from Brasat
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Baida temple to Brasat Ondaet temple group (in San Kor village) towards Siem Reap
province crossing Kampong Kdei ancient bridge in Chikraeng district. Along both sides
of this road, in width about 23 meters long, are alongside many big and small

reservoirs.

A0l 3.13 The ancient city ISANAPURA’s survey

In fact, around the ancient city ISANAPURA ,there are many groups of
temples which were built both inside and outside . We can divide into three areas of

temples located:

® Temples in the canal-walls of the city

Brasat Maort group Brasat Ta Mom group
Brasat Khnach Toul group Brasat Daunh Mong group

Brasat Baida group Brasat Mak Pi group



ar

Brasat Toek Sampauch group

® Temples at the north of the city

Brasat Koh Rontash Banh group Brasat Boeng Khjaov group
Brasat Broeng group Brasat Boss Lauk group
Brasat Roung group Brasat OnLungKrorkoh group
Brasat Sror Tech group Brasat Pon NeakSey group
Brasat Tkass group Brasat Chrouk Sa Uy group

Brasat OnLung Ror Meas group

® Temples at the east of the city
Brasat Lieng Prash group Brasat ChongKot Sampov group

Brasat LokYeay group

Brasat Ror Borng RorMeas group Brasat TraPaing RorPeak group

TraPaingDomrei group

Brasat Srey KropLeak group Brasat Yeay Puon group
Brasat KonkVaing group

Brasat KneaSarch group Brasat Tor group

Brasat Reay Peay group Brasat Sambor group

3.4.1.2 Researching Sambor Prey Kuk temple groups
Purpose of our activities
1. To discover the temple group walls
2. To discover the ancient structures and ponds in and out each wall
of temple groups
3. To draw plans and maps of the temple groups on our own

4. To note situations, manners and effects of the temples
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5. To learn how to describe each temple

6. To discover the architectural decorations of each group and study
about them

7. To find out the positions of the temples in the groups

8. To discover and study the inscriptions on and in every structure

9. To discover and study about sculptures and the ancient things and
their histories

10. To learn how to draw the maps, temples, sculptures, architectural
decorations and to measure the walls of each temple groups

Introduction : Sambor Preykuk is a cultural and historical site located
in Sambor village, Sambor commune, Brasat Sambor district, about 30 kilometers
northeast of Kampong Thom provincial town and 1 kilometer east of the ancient city.
The site was once an old religious center of ISANAPURA for the worship of Shiva
Brahmanism.

Many temples were built in Sambor Preykuk during the reign of King
Isanavarman | (AD 616-635) in the 7" century. The temples of Sambor Preykuk
constructed of solid bricks, late rites and sandstones and decorated by bas-reliefs.
The lintel, pillars and the door frames are all made of sandstone. So far, 140
temples have been discovered in the forest and the side was divided into three
complexes of the temples, they are Sambor temple group (North temple group), Tor

temple group (Central temple group) and Yeay Puon group (South temple group)

i 3.14 Map of Sambor Prey Kuk temple position
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We have divided students into three groups to work in target places of

Sambor temple group, Tor temple group and Yeay Puon temple group.

® Sambor temple group
- Activities :
To discover the temple group walls .We walked through the area
to find out and draw the walls of the temples and we met many kinds of temples,

ponds made of stones. We measured the walls, some structures, sandstones and

also bricks.

i 3.15 Researching to take notice by A0l 3.16 Result of drawing Sambor temple

ourselves group

After discovering, researching and walking through the complex,
we made total result to describe this group: Sambor temple group is one in the
northern of site which there is one big red gravel-road linking from Kampong Thom
town to Brasat Sambor and Sandann districts. This complex has three walls
surrounding.

Architectural decors: braced-columns, floating temples, gables,

Sumasutra; stairs; garlands of flowers; doors and Linga.

® Tor temple group (Lion temple)

- Activities :
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To discover the temple group walls .We also walked through the
area to find out and draw the walls of the temples and we met many kinds of
temples, pond made of late rites. We measured the walls, some structures,

sandstones and also bricks.

W e T —— .
n. e E=
: & '?-E P .| k . Tz: 3 = -
| S § N 3
Al 3.17 Researching to take notice by AT 3.18 Result of drawing Tor temple
ourselves eroup

After discovering, researching and walking through the complex,
we made total result to describe this group: It is the central group that there is Lion
temple in the middle of site. This is a Hinduism temple made in the 9th century and
it’s enclosed by double walls made of late rites and the gates made of the bricks
and sandstones, and it has a reservoir which stores water in the rainy season and it’s
built with late rites and sandstone-stairs deep down the pond. Tor temple seems to
be built when Jayavarman Il subjugated his territory. This temple has many features;
it has many signs which show that the bricks were fallen to pieces and the columns
made of late rites are scattered about the land. That means there were the pillar
halls.

The decorated doors and lintel are good condition, they are
looked that they are made of concrete, but actually they are made of sandstones.

The lintels having a plant pattern are seen from the 8th century to 9" century.
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The statues of lions built in the center are most famous of this
temple. For Cambodian, they are the main character here. They were built in 9"

century, because they are similar to the statues of lions which were made in the

same age of Kulen Mountain.

AT 3.19 Walls of Tor temple

AT 3.20 Lions in front of Tor temple

In the group of Tor temple, there are 51 temples, there is only
one (C1) being in good condition. Architectural decors: braced-columns, floating
temples, gables, stairs; garlands of flowers; doors, lintels, diamond columns; statues

of lions.
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® Yeay Puon temple group
- Activities
To discover the temple group walls .We also walked through the area to
find out and draw the walls of the temples and we met many kinds of temples. We
learnt how to draw the temples, sculptures or temple decors. We joint drawing Yeay
Puon’s stairs and doors because the ministry of culture and fine arts will restore and

repair it.

SusiL 565 . 49

H

Al 3.21 looking for inscription A 3.22 Result of drawing Yeay Puon temple

group



Learning how to draw the entry of east door and south door
of Yeay Puon temple for document to repair upcoming time

Practicing drawing

L

i 3.23 Survey and practicing drawing of Yeay Puon temple group

53
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Yeay Puon temple group (South group) is a temple group surrounded by
two walls made of bricks and late rites. The epitaph is written that this temple was
built by Isanavarman | in 627 for the worship of Siva. There are 35 temples in the
south group. Most of the temples are octagon and almost all of them stay in good
condition. A building in the east of a main small shrine was destroyed by a record
rainfall, but there is a decorated plate called Mandapa in this building. A decoration
called Kudou and a relief with a plant are excellent articles represented in this
heritage. Those decorations are important articles influenced by Hellenism as to
study the origin of Khmer culture.

The temples are decorated with architectural floating temples on each

angle and also with other beautiful and interesting decors.

3.4.1.3 Researching trees in SPK

Purpose of Activities

1. To get to know the names of trees

2. To get to know the kinds of trees

3. To get to know the advantages of trees

4. To discover the trees which were written in inscriptions and their
histories

We had interviewed Mr Kong Kim a conservator of Sambor Prey Kuk
temples and walkd into the forest to find out the kinds of trees and he had
explained to us about the names ,advantages and some descriptions related to their
races, leaves, skins, size of body.

In Sambor Prey Kuk temple site is covered by forest with many kinds
of small and big trees. Through our serveying, there are more than 300 names of
trees and divided into four kinds of them. Some trees are written in inscriptions been
able to read by Mr. Long Siem a professor and an archaeologist. They are also good
for medicines which peole who live around SPK always depend on when they have

problem with health or other illness.
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AT 3.24 Forest in Sambor Prey Kuk temple

3.4.1.4 Researching people’s traditions around Sambor Prey Kuk

Purpose of Activities

1. To discover the villages following their belief, custom, tangible and
intangible cultures.

2. To find out guardian spirits” places (Guardian spirit = Neak Ta)

3. To study the ways how to celebrate guardian spirit ceremony in
each place

4. To take a notes of presents for celebrating

5. To study the purposes of ceremony

Target villages: Sambor, Kampong Chheuteal, Okrou Kae, Cheay

Sampov,Chamna Chass, Atsu, Dorng Onteak

First, we started our activities through going to meet old people or

leaders of the villages. We interviewed them, after we went to visit the places where



56

there are guardian spirits, took some photos and noted some information in and

around the places.

A 3.25 Researching people’s traditions around Sambor Prey Kuk

During we met up people whom we interviewed wasn’t the time for
celebrating guardian spirit ceremony. So we were waiting for 1 month until they did it
in February. Remember that the villagers always celebrate the ceremony of the
guardian spirit in this month. When the day of ceremony came, we joined to see all

activities people doing.
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Interviewing music players presents for Guardian offering cakes from

spirit guardian spirit group

it 3.26 Celebrating Guardian spirit in ChamnaChass

il 3.27 Celebrating Guardian spirit in Dorng Onteak

In this ceremony, we noted that there is a sword which was made for
a long time. Maybe they use it to show power or the position of the guardian spirit
there. There are music group, presents for guardian spirit, and activity of offering cake

and food children the same to ceremony in ChamnaChass too.
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AT 3.28 Celebrating Guardian spirit in Kampong Chheutealvillage

Celebrating the ceremony in the village is quite different from others,
although there are music group, presents for guardian spirit, the presents like food,
cake, fruit and drink are more modern. We think it is because in the village, the
people are sellers or live near the market or it is because in the past this place was
one people came from many different places like China or the city. One more after
ceremony, we got red cotton thread to tie around our wrists, it can prevent us from
any diseases or we are taken care of by the guardian spirit.

We studied and joined all ceremonies in every target village around
our ancient city. Some places they always celebrate many events during the
ceremony like playing games, boxing, Choulchhoung, TeanhPreatr and dancing or so.

In fact, celebrating the guardian spirit ceremony of each village has the
same purpose. It is celebrated in order to pray for well-being, happiness, wealthiness,
good harvest and wish the gods take care of them in living and leading their

lifestyles.
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Heritage Education Program for Students:
The Khmer-Thai Students Seminar
Siem Reap-Angkor, March 15-18, 2013

Friday 15 March 2013

Sungnoen School and Tappraya School: Leaving from Thai-Cambodia Border

Banteay Chhmar School: Leaving from Banteay Chhmar School

Kompong Chheuteal School: Leaving from Kompong Chheuteal School

Arrival in Siem Reap: Stop at Western Baray and visit the first ancient

bridge of the west road to Sdok Kak Thom, and
the West Gate of Angkor Thom

Arrival at Hotel approximately 5:30 PM

6:30 PM Dinner together at APSARA’s Canteen

7:30 PM Prepare for presentations

Saturday 16 March 2013

Venue: Conference Hall ANGKOR, APSARA Authority

7:00-8:00 Breakfast at APSARA’s Canteen

8:00-8:30 Registration

8:30-8:45 Dance Performances by Khmer and Thai Students
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Opening Session:

8:45-8:55 Welcome Remark by H.E. Tej Bunnag, Former Minister of Foreign Affair, Thailand
and Member of Policy Board to TRF

8:55-9:05 Opening Remark by Gen.Vapirom Manasrangsi, Deputy Chief Aide-de-Camp
General to H.M. the King

9:05-9:15 Opening Remark by H.E Khuon Khun Neay, Deputy Director General, APSARA

Seminar Session:

9:15-9:45 Introduction to Heritage Education Program of APSARA by H.E Khuon Khun Neay,
Deputy Director General, APSARA

9:45 -10:00 Introduction to the program by Surat Lertlum and Im Sokrithy

10:00-10:15 Break

10:15-11:00 Presentation from Banteay Chhmar Students

11:00-11:45 Presentation from Sungnoen Students

11:45-14:00 Lunch Break

14:00-14:45 Presentation from Kompong Chheuteal Students

14:45-15:30 Presentation from Tappraya Students

15:30-16:00 Break

16:00-16:45 Jointly Presentation from all schools

Closing Session:

16:45-17:00 Closing Remark by Dr. Silaporn Buasai, Deputy Director, TRF

17:00-17:15 Closing Remark by H.E Khuon Khun Neay, Deputy Director General, APSARA

18:00-19:00 Dinner together

19:00-20:30 Astronomy Activity in Angkor Park

Sunday 17 March 2013

7:30-8:30 Breakfast at APSARA’s Canteen

8:30 Study Tour and Site Visit in Angkor Park
18:30-20:00 Dinner together

Monday 18 March 2013
7:30-8:30 Breakfast at APSARA’s Canteen

8:30 Leaving from Siem Reap.
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® Bangkok Post [Kids seek a path to cross-border ties] : 13 Apr 2013

Banghok P08t e were window on traans

News > Local News

Kids seek a path to cross-border ties

Thai and Cambodian youngsters focus on culture to overcome
nationalistic differences

Published: 13 Apr 2013 at 00.00
Newspaper section: News

‘This is pong [eggs]. This is chake [bananas], and charouk [pork], the offerings for the deities,” Wipa
Putthong used several Khmer words as she demonstrated a folk ritual to her audience.



http://www.bangkokpost.com/
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/election
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news
http://www.bangkokpost.com/search/news-and-article?xDate=13-04-2013&xAdvanceSearch=true
http://www.bangkokpost.com/search/news-and-article?xNewsSection=News&xAdvanceSearch=true
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Thai and Cambodian students on a field trip led by Col Surat Lertlam, front right, and Im Sokrithy, front,
second right, part of the Heritage Education Programme aimed at promoting mutual understanding.
CHAMLONG BOONSONG

Although Wipa's Khmer accent was far from perfect, the audience, many of who were Cambodian
students, loved it. They showered the girl, a Mathayom 4 student at Sa Kaeo-based Tappraya School,
and her team with loud applause at the end of the presentation of the final activity of the Asean Youth
Research Programme (Thai-Khmer) under the Heritage Education Programme for Students.

The programme, jointly organised by Cambodia's Apsara Authority and the Thailand Research Fund
(TRF), together with other conservation agencies, is based on the belief that the constantly strained
relations between Thailand and Cambodia can be eased through better mutual understanding of shared
cultural ties. And the earlier the understanding is fostered, the better.

Over the past year the programme has trained Thai and Cambodian students - from two schools in
Thailand and two in Cambodia - to be young researchers on local cultures. They were Tappraya School
in Sa Kaeo province, Sung Noen School in Nakhon Ratchasima, Banteay Chhmar School in Banteay
Meanchey province and Kompong Chheuteal School in Kampong Thom.

At the end of the programme, they took turns sharing what they learned during their field research. The
Banteay Chhmar team, for example, shared what they had learnt from a series of exploration trips to
temple ruins and pre-historic archaeological sites around their village in Banteay Meanchey province.
The knowledge-sharing session at Apsara's conference hall was also open to Cambodian students in
Siem Reap and neighbouring towns including Si Sophon. Each sent 10 students to the programme.

Wipa said she picked up some Khmer words from locals in her Baan Lalomtim village in Sa Kaeo's
Tapraya district which borders Cambodia. "They still use the dialect in their daily life," she said.

The dialect indeed made it easier for Wipa to break the ice with new friends from Cambodia. Language
barriers, however, posed no serious problem for the young people with the same archaeological
interests.

3

Former foreign minister Tej Bunnag

The students said the two-day programme made them realise the shared cultural roots of the peoples of
the two countries. They have similar folk games, traditional healing practices done through a medium,
and rain-making prayers and rituals. Very little differences exist in these shared customs and rituals,
they pointed out.
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Khuon Khun Neay, deputy director general of Apsara, lauded Cambodian students' undaunted spirit.

"That they have no modern gadgets was no problem for them at all. They simply wrote their reports by
hand," he said.

Col Surat Lertlam, head of the Heritage Education Programme on the Thai side, said the programme
has effectively groomed a love for conservation among the youngsters of both countries.

The locals also appreciated the youngsters' efforts. "When they encountered artefact smuggling, they
told the students who subsequently alerted the authorities," said Col Surat.

The Heritage Education Programme's aim is to foster a better understanding between young people in
the two countries currently trapped in historical conflicts, particularly the Preah Vihear temple row.

The Heritage Education Programme is an offshoot of earlier cooperation between Thailand's TRF and
Cambodia's Apsara. Eight years ago, they jointly explored the royal route linking the ancient Khmer
kingdom to Pimai in the Northeast of Thailand and now they are preparing to extend the study to cover
other ancient routes - to Laos and to Vietham.

Apart from field research, the programme also included a study trip to the Angkor Archaeological Park
and to the first ancient bridge that linked the west road of the Khmer kingdom to Sdok Kok Thom on the
Thai side.

During the trip, it was not possible to avoid the issue of the "love-hate" relationship between the two
kingdoms. During a stop at the western gate of the ruins at the Bayon temple, Im Sokrithy, chief of
Cambodia's Department of Communication and co-director of the Living Angkor Road Project who leads
the programme on the Cambodian side, told the students in a solemn voice: "It was through this gate
that the Siamese army invaded and defeated the old Khmer kingdom."

But he was quick to add: history is just a lesson.

"The past is the past. If we think too much about it, the more pain we feel. The point is how we, the
current generation, should live and make it a win-win situation for both sides."

Tej Bunnag, Policy Board member of TRF, said the Heritage Education Programme is a good start to
boost understanding between the peoples and help transcend ultra-nationalism.

National boundaries are a recent product of modern society. People on both sides of the borders,
however, share a similar culture.

"In the past, there were no national boundaries in this area," said Mr Tej, former foreign minister.
"Nationalism is a reality we cannot deny because everyone loves his and her nation first and foremost.

"Yet, we have to learn how to live with this 'reality’ in a way that ensures that it will not hurt the ties we
have with our neighbours."
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THAI, CAMBODIAN YOUTHS

Students from
the two countries
bond during trip
to Siem Reap

CHULARAT SAENGPASSA
THENATION
Siermn Reap, Cambaodia

ozens of Thai and
DCambodian students partic-

ipating in a joint research
project discovered that they share
cultural roots.

Though a clear border separates
their countries, these young Asean
citizens have learned that the bor-
derline is for official reasons only.

EXPLORE SHARED CULTURE

“We have many similar beliefs
and rituals. We just call them by
different names,” a Thai student
said during a recent trip to Siem
Reap.

Nattaphong Kliangkoksung, a
Mathayom 4 student from Nakhon
Ratchasima, said it was only when
hemet his Cambodian peers that he
found the similarities between the
twa cultures.

Wipa Phutthong, who hailsfrom
the Tuppraya Pittaya School in Sa
Kaew's Khok Sung district, said for
instance the praying-for-rain ritu-
alin Thailand is called “Nang Maew
Khor Fon”, while in Cambodia it is
“Hae Pla Zon Puea Khor Fon”.

This Thai student speaks fluent
Cambodian because she grew up in
abordervillage where people speak

News ID: C-130401003089(1 Apr 13/05:43)

@M

THAI AND
CAMBODIAN
students attend
a special
lecture at the
ancient Bayon
temple in the
Angkor Wat
complexin
Siem Reap as
part of the
Asean Youth
Research
Programme.

iSnap

Snap for video

both languages.

“For people living in
horder zones, there isno
borderline. They cross
bordersallthetime,” Tej
Bunnag, a former Thai
foreign minister, said.

Tej also sits in the
Thailand  Research
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Fund

board.
The  youngsters,

Wipa and Nattapong,

(TRF)

policy

were part of the Asean Youth
Research Programme (Thai-
Khmer), which comes under the
Heritage Education Programme for
Students: Khmer-Thai Students
Seminar Siem Reap Angkor project.

Financed by the TRF, the proj-
cet aims to engage youngsters in
learning the history of both coun-
tries, in the hope that shared cul-
tural roots will enhance ties
between the two nations, especial-
ly since the recent quarrel over the
ancient Preah Vihear Temple.

“This journey into a shared cul-
tural root will foster good under-
standing,” Tej said about the TRF-

financed project. He expeets the
project to cover Laos, Vietnam and
Myannar very soui.

DrSurat Lertlam, wholed Asean
Youth Research Programme, said
the activities had been designed to
allow Thai and Cambodian children
to share their knowledge and expe-
rience.

“Their exchange will strengthen
the tics between the two nations,”
he said.

He believes Lthe programme will
be good for the young participants,
as they will not just learn about the
rescarch methodology but also
experience many amazing things
along the way.

For instance, he said,
Cambodian students had discov-
ered an ancient cemetery in their
country.

“With the knowledge of history
and all, they have learned to cher-
ish and protect their heritage.
When they found out about illegal
grave diggers, they alerted their

leam leader,” Surat said.

“We have successfully
inculecated a love for nat-
ural heritage and cultur-
al roots in the children.
But more than that, they
have also developed good
ties. Instead of talking
about fighting, they now
talk about how they have
come [rom the same
roots,” Silaporn Buasai,

News ID: C-130401003089(1 Apr 13/05:43)

r!‘;}\\

iQNewsAlert

TRF's deputy director, said.

The Cambodian students are
under the supervision of Im
Sokrithy, chief of Cambodia’s
Department of Communiecation
and co-director of the Living
Angkor Road Project.

*We tell them how to get infor-
mation from local people - how to
interview them, how to go on a sur-
veyand talk to various peopleinthe
communities. This is what we've
trained them to do, to research on
their own,” Sokrithy said.

Sophie, a Cambodian student,
said she had joined the research
programme only as an observer.

“It'stun playinga partinthe pro-
gramme. L have learned alot of new
things and it feels so good to see
Thais speak the Cambodian lan-
guage,” she said.

Khuon Khun Neay, deputy
director of the Apsara National
Authority, said the programme was
in the best interest of the Asean
region.

“Our ancestors have created our
heritage and it’s our children’s duty
to protect it,” he said.

“For the next generation, stu-
dents and people in the communi-
ties should get involved in taking
care of their own culture and prop-
erties in their communities. I'm
happy and impressed with the work
done bythestudents so far. Cm sure
they are all very happy to deliver
their knowledge.

“Ttis also good for Thai students
to go out and talk to old people and
gather information for themselves
instead of just studying in class-
rooms. This gives the students a
new ability and I hope they will
share this experience with their
peers.

“We aim to spread the idea of
gettingeverybody in the communi-
ty topartieipate in the conservation
of properties. Of course, we have
the government, the ministries and
departments to do this, but if peo-
ple take care as well, then it will
become casier to preserve our her-
itage,” he said.
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