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Abstract

The purposes of the research entitled Tai Architecture in Eastern Lanna
Civilization Region, which comprised of Chiang Rai, Phayao, Prae, and Nan were to study 3
parts on 1) the educational development of settlement and the current conditions of Tai
Lue community and Shan 2) the education on cultural heritage of Tai communities in
tangible cultural heritage and intangible cultural heritage 3) the education of Tai Lue and
Shan architecture in terms of religious building. The community participations at all level is
used for research process.

The research revealed that the Shan development of settlements and
current condition starting from being a peddler to sell and seek for goods for responding
people’s needs and they were continuously be a forestry tenant until they became
wealthy. This was the beginning of the creation and restoration of the religious places and
Buddhism buildings. Nowadays, there are religious buildings at the Nantaram temple in
Chiang kham district, Phayao province and Jom Sawan temple in Phrae district, Phrae
Province, which are rather completed. However, they are not supported by faithful
community who are Shan lineage. As for the development of TAI LUE’s settlements, it
started from being herd, escaping from war, seeking for fertile area fulfilling the command

of the governors of cities and villages.

Regarding to the education of the tangible cultural heritage, it can be
divided into two aspects composing of things inside the building, which expresses arts and
architecture and things outside the architectural works, which expresses the activities and
traditions. At present, the cultural heritage regarding the architecture, the findings revealed
that the element of architecture is still involved in the principles and beliefs that were

used to decorate the religious buildings.

Regarding to the study of the style of architecture, it showed that the
planning system of the architecture had not axis system clearly. It was focused on friendly
planning. The building has a rectangular shape with low rise and small openings. The
elements of architecture are consistent of the beliefs and indigenous art. The proportion of
the architecture of buildings, which were analyzed by using the geometric shapes and the
relation of spacing with the table of force balance system, it was indicated that the
proportion of the architecture of buildings had a full of beauty and a fraction of beauty in

Tai Lue temples in the area of four provinces.

Keyword: Architecture, Tai Lue, Shan, Cultural Heritage, Eastern Lanna
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