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Abstract

The collaboration of Thailand Research Fund, Walailak University, government sectors
and community networks in Nakhon Si Thammarat through “WU-TRF Collaborative for
Development of the Area Based Research” have overseen the development of research
problems into projects and subsequent funding of 5 projects about disaster managements in the
first year (2012) and 6 projects about natural resources and environmental managements of
Pak Panang Basin in the second year (2013). These research projects are carried out in
conjunction with the developments of new generation researchers specialized in social
engagements and a system for area based research support by the university. The latter is
closely linked to the mission of Institute of Research and Development and becomes a main
mechanism to drive academic works of Walailak University in response to the social and
community demands. Furthermore, the structure of research units has been integrated to
enhance the capacity of research exploitation for the community as well as international

publications.
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