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Abstract

Chaiyaphum Province’s Food Safety Project following to the H.M. the King's Sufficient
Economy is a research on area development with purposes of (1) initiating an integrated
agricultural system for sustainability using the networking collaboration on farmers’ cost-saving and
more income-generating management, (2) launching for suitable development on format and
approach of area development with both local and provincial strategic plans by selecting “chili
pepper” and ‘rice” that are two major cash crops as a case study with sample groups of voluntary
farmers from 207 households of 22 sub-districts in 16 districts.

Key tools in this research are farming account form, a collective form to qualify the qualities
of rice and chili pepper, site visits, knowledge-exchange forums and monitoring program. The study
site is divided into four zones as there is distinctive responsible person of each zone, having a
central working group as a core unit to integrate all actions in different levels and collaborating with
the provincial working group of 46 representatives from various agencies.

There are two key findings in this research as follows

1) Production system: Even though the process and procedures of rice and chili pepper
cultivation of those participated voluntary farmers are similar, but the different production system is
depended on land form, socio-economic and local intellectual of each location. Moreover, other
additional factors are involved in the production particularly on information and learning system
both external know-how (technique) and newly-initiated know-how from local exchange. It revealed
that the production following to the sufficient economy could reduce some expenses and create
more income. Also those who knew basic information of their land property, market(s) and
themselves changed to become self-independent ones by reducing chemical fertilizer use - but
increasing more biological substances, producing their own seeds, learning on soil improvement for
higher production, group learning, also including the value-added initiation for higher-priced
productions such as high-quality seeds, organic rice grains and etc.

2) Integration of area development and both local and provincial strategic plans as it
unveiled that “accurate data”, “strong willingness” and “participation” are very important for creating
good credibility among local government units on those local farmers’ roles and their presented

obstacles. Also, the forums initiated the collaboration on sharing ideas and self-learning experiences



of each farmer as this became a starting point of self-understanding, finding their solutions, getting
to know some collaborative partnerships, including some mechanisms to help and solve their
problems.

Major achievements are each sector's participation and mobilization, particular the
Provincial Administrative Organization that is one of key partners who remarks for the continuity of
this project.

For scaling up of the integrated agricultural development and expansion, researchers had
some recommendations as follows; (1) supporting of organic rice production and expanding the
safety-promoted agricultural areas, (2) initiating knowledge bodies and learning about rice species
development, rice species selection and replacing of biological-controlled substances, (3) study on
local water management for agricultural production supports and (4) study of comprehensive

agricultural system all over Chaiyaphum province.



