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Abstract

Chiang Rai Province is situated at the Northernmost of Thailand. Its geographic
location is appropriate to be the hub linking to member countries of Greater Mekong
Subregion (GMS) and the province has been designated a developed centre of Upper North
group 1 according to Northern Thailand Regional Plan Year 2057. Therefore, it is necessary
for Chiang Rai Province to outline its development guidelines and strategies based on its
capital and competency. This study aims to survey and collect secondary information
relevant to capital and competency of Chiang Rai Province for verifying and integrating the
body of knowledge through participation process in gathering suggestions and
recommendations on the development of Chiang Rai Province with multilateral networks
and stakeholders in every segment. The research process started from collection and study
of existing information, synthesis into categories, presentation to the community forum of
member networks, verification of updated information for recommending the guidelines of
development, arrangement of criticism forum with experts for mutually summing up the
urgent issues and awareness points for the guidelines of development that established from
the participation process, and to presentation to the Thailand Research Fund. From the
studied evidence, the physical development and urban management should be urgently
implemented the city planning system and the precise and appropriate designation of land
use, especially for border area and industrial settlement area. Besides, the development of
transport systems, both main and minor roads, in order to support the city expansion, is
proposed. The strict measures on security, migration control, and nonregistered population
are also essential. In term of society, education, and culture, the proposes to governmental
units are the greater promotion to use English in learning, the support of more opportunities
on higher education for minority students, the addition of knowledge on AEC for students,
and the campaign to students on the importance of vocational education. Regarding to
agriculture, industry, tourism, economy, and cross-border trade, most opinions focus on the
support and promotion on the knowledge of design, packaging, marketing, and bookkeeping,
the arrangement of funds for OTOP group, the provision of knowledge on agricultural
product processing from relevant units, the promotion on the use of organic fertiliser,
replacement of chemical fertiliser. For tourism, it includes the continuous promotion on
local cultures, traditions and custom, the improvement of present tourism resources to be

modern and accessible. The safety for tourists is also concerned. Furthermore, the
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establishment of systems and measures on promotion of local guide system should be
emphasised. For cross-border trade, it is essential to improve rules and regulations of cross-
border trade under the same standardisation, to promote and support the distribution of
OTOP products, and to provide wider markets for distribution of OTOP product. Concerning
to environment, it suggests focusing on proper systems of waste management through the
participation of residents. Lastly, the opinions from experts of private, governmental, and
local administrative organisational sectors could be summarised as follows:
1. The inclusive designation of urban area or zoning should be in accord with the
development guidelines of Chiang Rai Province.
2. The Chiang Rai Province should act as a connector of logistic system in North-South
Economic Corridor (NSEQ).
3. The support for development of Thai workers’ performance, especially foreign
languages skill such as English or languages of AEC’s member countries, is necessary.
4. Since agricultural sectors are considered the foundation of the strength of the

country since the past time, it could not be ignored.
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