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Abstract

Project Code : RDG55E0016

Project Title : Participation of Communities on The Cultural Ecotourism
Management at the Area of Tambon Pratat, Nadoon District,
Mahasarakham Province.

Investigators : Tanes Srisatit, Wanna Khampuanbutra
Mahasarakham University

Project Duration : March 1, 2012 - September 30, 2013

The objective of this study aims 1)to explore in participation of communities
on the cultural ecotourism management at the area of Nadoon district, 2)to study on
tourism environment at the area of Nadoon district, 3)to study on the potential of
tourism areas and tourism management at the area of Tambon Pratat, 4)to study on
basic knowledge and operation level in participation of communities on the tourism
management at the area of Tambon Pratat, 5to explore the potential of
participation toward the master of communities and their subordinates among eight
villages in tourism management at the area of Tambon Pratat, 6)to develop model of
cultural ecotourism management at the area of Tambon Pratat by employing the
principle of sustainable tourism. The quantitative, qualitative approaches and
participatory action research-PAR are utilized for this study in order to obtain the
completed data.

The quantitative approach utilized with two questionnaires for three sessions
of tourism trial activity with 110 tourists.

The study employs qualitative approach which utilize (1)in — depth interview
were utilized and covered eight villages and 107 samples were participated, (2)three
sessions of focus group study with the master of communities and tourism
stakeholders at the area of Tambon Pratat, (3)one session of public discussion forum
with 64 of local participants, (4)three sessions of tourism trial activity with 110
tourists.

In addition, the researchers provided knowledge-based and tools for
participants in order to achieve the objective of this study; and utilized participatory

action research-PAR to allow locals and stakeholders to be part of the study.



The findings reveal that 1)the cultural ecotourism at the area of Tambon
Pratat show the significant of local settlement along the river side and expand
cultural and tradition from Loas immigrants from Jumpasak during Srisattanakanahuth
Laos Lanchang Kingdom(22 - 23 B.E.).

2)the tourism situation at the area of Tambon Pratat show weaknesses and
which related with unorganized management and lack of both tourism facilities and
skill of knowledsge.

3)according to the potentials of tourism destinations at the area of Tambon
Pratat had 4 eroups of tourism destinations arranged by high potential groups to low
potential groups in terms of (2.1)religion and belief, (2.2)community economy,
(2.3)culture, and(2.4)natural resources.

A)there is requirement of a proper tool and knowledge in order to shape
community participation and enhance cultural ecotourism at the area of Tambon
Pratat which consistent with (4.1)tourism operation and management, planning, and
participatory action among the master of communities and their subordinates,
(4.2)tourism operation and management must conduct by holding with “the
organization structure of Tambon Pratat’s committee in participatory involvement.”

5)The potential of community in terms of participation by master of
communities and their subordinates among eight villages in tourism management in
Tambon Pratat areas were found that the master of communities and their
subordinates among eight villages had the potential in tourism management at the
level of high-highest. The level which the tourists had the most satisfaction ranged
from much to little included (5.1)services of the personnel in the communities,
(5.2)processes of service procedures, (5.3)knowledge of service providers in the
communities, (5.4)facilities, (5.5)residences, readiness of conference rooms and food,
and (5.6)tourism resources.

6)The tourism management model based on the cultural ecotourism in the
Tambon Pratat areas according to the sustainable tourism was found that the
Tambon Pratat communities had 4 tourism bases, therefore the model of tourism
management had to obtain 4 crucial components which included (6.1)tourism
models unique and specific for Tambon Pratat community which included (1)history,

(2)cultures and wisdom, (3)career and way of life, and (4)eco-cultures, (6.2)budgets

management on the occasion of tourism activities, (6.3)effects from tourism activities



affecting the communities, and (6.4)conduction and activities management on

tourism of personnel in the communities of Tambon Pratat.
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