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Abstract

The purposes of this research are as follows 1) to study the problems of history of
disasters in Ban Changmor; 2) to study the causes and effects of disaster; and 3) to study the
possibility to improve the capacity to manage the consequent risks of shelter, occupation

and preservation of river banks with community participation.

This quality research is based on a wide range of activities that promote and ensure
the public participation. There are forums for the research tem, community members and
other related persons to exchange their knowledge and mutually share their experience,
starting from development of research topic, project introduction and search for research
team members and research tool development. Data collection is based on in-depth
interviews, participating observations, group discussions, public forums and field surveys. The
information is then analyzed, synthesized and mutually verified. There are subsequently
forums to return information to community members and related persons. Based on the
information acquired, activities are identified and carried out. In order to improve Ban
Changmor capacity to manage the disaster risks with the community participation, forums
are organized to present the information acquired as well as to promote participation of

community members and local agencies.

Results show that Ban Changmor is located near Moon River and flooded year after
year. In most cases, the flood affects those houses on the banks; around 10-30 houses.
However, it is possible to carry on daily life in those flooded houses. On the contrary,
recently, the flood is more frequent and severe. Especially, in 1978, 2000-2002 and 2011, a
large number of houses are completely flooded. The effects can be divided into three
aspects. First, in term of dwelling, flood-affected villagers have to seek a shelter at nearby
Ban Thakhonglek School from September to November, which is a school period. The fact
that many villagers living in the school compound during school period cause a negative
impact on the school’s classroom management, cleanliness and calmness. Besides, the
school has to bear extra cost of public facility. A conflict between Ban Changmor villagers
and school administration is produced. Second, in term of occupation, most of Ban
Changmor villagers live on stove production. When their kilns are flooded and their

materials swept away, they cannot produce stove, and consequently do not have any



income during the flood period. Third, parts of Moon River banks are destroyed by the

rapids, so villagers living on the river banks have to move away.

Results also show the potential to improve the capacity of risk management of Ban

Changmor with public participation in two levels.

1. Community level. In term of dwelling, 1) it is necessary to promote the public
awareness of self-reliance and problem solution, for example, to promote the awareness by
disseminating data acquired from this research and awareness of social and natural capitals.
2) It is necessary to identify a management plan for the temporary shelter at Ban
Thakhonglek School with public participation in term of community agency management
and surveillance and management network in the community. In term of occupation (1) it is
necessary to promote public awareness of self-reliance and problem solution, for example
to promote the awareness by disseminating data acquired from this research and awareness
of social and natural capitals. (2) It is necessary to identify an occupation plan with
community agency management and pooling efforts and resources to create supplementary
occupations and product distribution. (3) It is necessary to promote supplementary
occupations to increase villagers’ income as well as to reduce the expense, for example,
dish-washing liquid, shampoo, etc. In term of preserving river banks, (1) it is necessary to
promote public awareness of self-reliance and problem solution, for example to promote
the awareness by disseminate data acquired from this research and awareness of social and
natural capitals. (2) It is necessary to identify a plan of bank preservation with community
agency management as well as to identify some measures to promote the preservation and
to raise public awareness of bank preservation. For example, a refrain from throwing garbage
into the river, wood cutting and house construction on the river banks. Moreover, (3) there
should be a youth group to preserve the banks so as to ensure the sustainable restoration

and preservation of Ban Changmor bank.

2. Agency level. (1) There should be a special local-level committee to manage a
temporary shelter. The committee should be composed of representatives of local
communities and related agencies. (2) There should be a master plan to manage the

temporary shelter at Ban Thakhonglek with public participation of related agencies.
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