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ABSTRACT

The project “Community based research for language development and local
wisdom among ethnic groups: Integrating local and academic knowledge systems” runs
with the support of the Thailand Research Fund. The project's aim is for coordinating
integration of academic and community-based research among researchers and local
communities. This project also seeks to promote discussions and practices relating to
language, culture, and local wisdom among endangered ethnic minority groups. It consists
of two research projects. In the first project, a botanist co-operated with the Nyah Kur from
Thepsathit district, Chaiyaphum province to study on ethnobotany. For the second project,
an historian co-operated with four ethnic minority groups; the Nyah Kur from Thepsathit
district, Chaiyaphum province; the Lavua from Mae Sariang district, Mae Hong Son
province; the Mon from Pa Sang district, Lamphun province; and the Lua from Muang Ka,
Chiang Mai province to study history and archaeology relating to language.

The resuits of this project include; 1) the process of integrating local and academic
knowledge systems among scholars and local communities; 2) the encouragement of ethnic
communities in crisis regarding the preservation and revitalization of their languages,
cultures, and local wisdom; 3) the strengthening of co-operation of networks; 4) the
development of a body of knowledge from community-based research, of materials
interesting to academia; 5) the creation of a knowledge-base for education and for the
development of ethnic groups’ languages and cultures in crisis; and 6) the implementation
of a new method of community-based research for ethnic minority groups’ languages and

cultures in crisis.
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Abstract

Ethobotany of the Nyah Kur Tribe at Tambon Ban Rai, Thepsathit District,

Chaiyaphum Province

Kittiphong Kertsawang
Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden, Mae Rim, Chiang Mai 50180, Thailand
E-mail: kittiphong200933@hotmail.com

Studies on ethnobotany of the Nyah Kur tribe in Ban Rai and Ban Wang Ai Pho
Villages Tambon Ban Rai, Thepsathit District, Chaiyaphum Province were bonducted
between February 2012 and March 2013. Information related to the plants in each village
was collected through interviews with local people, noting Nyah Kur names, uses, parts
used, method of uses, etc. Voucher specimens for references and identification were
collected for preservation at the Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden Herbarium (QBG), Chiang
Mai. The result shows that 242 species in 197 genera, 79 families of plants are used in
the villages. These can be divided in to six categories; Food - 148 species; Medicinal - 46
species; Fibers - 1 species; House construction and tools - 92 species; Traditional beliefs
- 13 species; other uses - 50 species. Some interesting species are: Todmu Todma
( Paederia linearis Hook.f.), a common weedy species whose root is used as ingredient
for making rice cracker; Tua Kho (Mucuna pruriens (L.) DC. var. utilis (Wall. ex Wight)
Barer ex Burck), whose young fruits are edible while the old fruits are used for a decoy in
animal-traps and aiso to protect one from forest ghosts; Pluang (Dipterocarpus
tuberculatus Roxb), whose leaves used for wrapping food for sewn together to make

house-walls and wood used for construction.
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Abstract

The Study of Ethnohistory and Rivitalization of Lavua and Mon

Pipat Krajaejan
Thammasat University, Rangsit
E-mail pipad_k@yahoo.com

There were three purposes for this research, first, to study the ethnic group
history that its language is in critical condition, second, to study the ethnic group history of
Mon, Nyah Kur, Lavua, and Lua in Thailand for tracking the relationship and interaction
among them, third, to publicize the historical information to the ethnic group communities
for being the base for them to realize and revive their potential in the future.

The results found that the historical period can be defined into 2 periods, ancient
history and modern history, based on the establishing of nation-state and the change of
economic to be capitalism. In the ancient history, dated back to 8,000-6,000 years ago, 2
main groups of Lavua/ Lua, and Nyah Kur/ Mon used to live in the same area which
might be in the south area of the east of China. There were traces of Austro-Asiatic
languages and rice growing culture. Therefore, some basic words were similar such as
fish, dog and canal, etc. After 6,000 years later, those two groups of people might
separate from each other which could be observed from the basic word that was “rice”
which indicated that it was not found at the same time. Moreover, legends of rice were
not the same. Some legends have told that rice came from dog and some have told that
rice came from bird. In 13th- 14th Century A.D., the evidences were found that Luaver/
Lua had contacted with Lavo by using ancient Mon language, which might be similar with
Nyah Kur language. Chammadevi had been sent to learn the new culture and come back
to govern Hariphunchai. Then she had conflicted with Vilangka, the leader of Luaver/ Lua
who had the influence in the area of Doi Suthep- Doi Kham — Maehongson. Finally,
Vilangka was defeated. At this time, Ping River might be defined as “Raming”, so the
former word “Leum Ping"” which means the mud river became faint. Moreover, Lavua/ Lua
Ianguagés began to have different accents because the center of the government was
destroyed. However, according to the archaeological evidences, the contact of Mon
Dhavaravati and Lua was consistent. There were found the distributions of Dhavaravati

culture in Hariphunchai and Doi Suthep area such as in Viengjediin.



In 18th- 19th Century A.D., Tai people had moved to the north area leading by
Mangrai, so Lavua / Lua and Mon were governed by them. In the legends, Lavua/ Lua
were banished from Chiang Mai. As a result, they were separated into many groups living
in the forest and “Lua” language can be divided into “Lua” and “Luaver”.Thus, their
accents were different. Lua lived in Ping basin, but Luaver lived in Maehongson area.
However, according to the /too-tanay, the sacred mountain of Lavua at Ban Pa Pae and
Lua at Ban Muang Ka, they still had relationship with Chiang Mai because Lanna and
Ming dynasty ceramics which can be determined around 20th-22th Century A.D. were
found.

The modern history began in 100 years ago when the ethnic groups were added
to Siam. After 50 years ago, the National Economic and Social Development Plans were
emerged and changed the structure of politics, social, economic and culture causing
critical factors in languages and cultures.

For The last aim of this research, posters and brochures were made and
distributed to the communities. Moreover, many activities for the youth and inviting people
to learn and revive their culture were held and got success. In addition, the researcher
always publicizes the information through the presentation in the conferences, articles,

TV, and Internet.
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