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Abstract

The Waste Management Practices of Youth, the Community Involvement: Ban
Munkong, Bang Bua Community, Bangkhen District, Bangkok was a Participatory Action
Research: PAR. The expecting results were the waste management practices of youth in order to
solve the community waste and to build the community capabilities. It was a community based
research (CBR). The expected results were that of social practices and of strengthening the
community capability. The objectives of this research were to analyze the solid waste situation in
the community, the community waste management practices past to present, the waste
management of youth community involvement in waste management, and youth waste
management practices.

It was found that Bang Bua community was established more than eighty years ago.
The area had been changed from the rice fields into the urban area which was at first the crowded
community and turned to Ban Munkong, the community with system and regulations where the
household owners had the rights on land. It was found that by average, the household solid
waste was approximately 4.7 kgs. per day. There were about three to four members in a
household. In other words, each member in the household produced about 1 — 1.6 kgs. of waste
per day. The waste could be classified as various. Most of them could be reused and recycled for
use and for sale. It was obvious that the waste management practices in the community were not
completely successful. The constraints were that the practices lack the involvement of the
community members. The researchers, therefore, suggested that the appropriate community
waste management practices be divided into two phases: first, to make a campaign for the
community members to help decrease the quantity of waste by separating their waste and to bring
recycling waste on sale. It was the fact that very few number of community members separated
their waste and put their waste into the garbage bin. The second phase, to plan the future waste
management — the waste bank- managed by the community and the Klong Bang Bua
Environmental Network to increase the quantity of the community waste to have much more
recycled waste that could initiate other concerning activities, for example exchanging staff within
the community network, to have the bargaining power on the price of recycle waste over that of
the entrepreneur. However, this research initiated the change in the process of thinking and the
behavior of the youth in the community, as well as those of the adults. As for the problems and
constraints, it was found that the community leaders and the community group leaders had
different opinion on youth activities.
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