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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to study physical and environmental conditions and related
context both inside and outside the community as well as changes relating to the floods and their
impacts that occurred in the past and the present ; 2) to study the lessons learned regarding
disaster management from the past to present done by the Klong Bangbau Environmental
Development Network; 3) to study the lessons learned by other community networks located in
the Bangkok Metropolitan Region; 4) to study the guidelines for disaster management
development done by the Klong Bangbau Environmental Development Network to be used in the
future. The research methodology used in this research was community-based research. It
focused on the community’s “people” participating in the research process in order to learn from
the findings systematically and from action research leading to a solution. In this regard, Krirk’s
faculty and staff were coordinators assisting in data analysis. The community researchers
collected data by conducting in-depth interviews, focus groups, study visits to the community’s

networks where the effective disaster management was done so that the conclusion could be

finalized.

The results revealed that in the past, the Klong Bangbau community was flooded in 1962, 1975,
1983 and 1995. The highest flooding was not over 40 centimeters. Unfortunately, the flooding
that occurred during the 2011 was the most severe flooding which caused tremendous damage to
life and property. The flooding in the future tends to be more severe and more frequent. The
Klong Bangbau Environmental Development Network developed and created a disaster response
plan based on the lessons learned from the flooding that occurred in 2011. The plan was to
develop and improve the mechanism of Klong Bangbau Environmental Development Network’s
flooding management systematically by involving community members in the process of
thinking, analyzing, planning and problem solving so that the community could understand the
environment, the community’s weak points and strengths. As a result, the community members
worked together as a team and in unanimity and shared their duties and responsibilities to achieve
the same goals. In addition, there was coordination with agencies including public sectors, private
sectors and people sectors that created disaster management networks. These mentioned processes

led to formation of a body of knowledge about a disaster management plan in response to an



acute emergency disaster situation in different forms that may unavoidably occur in a community
in the future. Moreover, the community members had opportunities to visit the networks’
flooding management in Bangkok and the provinces in order to find out the guidelines for future
cooperation and apply them to development of a disaster management plan in the community

more effectively.
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