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Abstract

This research investigates the level of infrastructure readiness in neighboring countries to
support Thai investors in three industrial segments, i.e., apparel and textile; electronic parts; and
agro-processing industry. The infrastructure in this study includes transportation, electricity, water
supply, and telecommunication infrastructure. Ten studied zones are Myawaddy, Yangon and
Dawei in Myanmar, Poipet-Srisophon, Koh kong-Sihanouville and Phnom Phen in Cambodia, and
Vientiane, Savannakhet, Pakse and Bokeaw in Lao PDR. This research evaluated the quality of
existing and being developed infrastructures in those areas through field survey and interview of
local investors. After that, investor demands are compiled through in-depth interviews and
questionnaires from 51 companies in 3 industrial segments to understand and rank the
importance of infrastructure in each industry. Both demand and supply data were compared to
show the level of infrastructure readiness in each industry for Thai outward investors. Finally,
investment recommendation maps for industries are displayed along with recommendations for

Thai government to develop infrastructures according to demand of Thai investors.

From the study, apparel/textile and agro-processing industries have similar infrastructure
demands. Zones with substantial infrastructures for these industries are Poipet-Srisophon, Koh
kong-Sihanouville, Phnom Phen, Dawei, and Vientiane. Zones with partially adequate
infrastructures are Yangon, Pakse, Savannakhet, and Bokeaw. For electronic parts industry,
zones with substantial infrastructures are Poipet-Srisophon, Koh kong-Sihanouville, Phnom Phen,
Dawei, Vientiane, Pakse, and Savannakhet. Zones with partially adequate infrastructures are
Yangon and Bokeaw. For these three industries, Myawaddy is the only zone with significant

infrastructure problems especially on electricity, water supply, and roads.

From the comparison between infrastructure readiness and Thai investor demands, we
found that Yangon is the zone with high investor demand but relatively inadequate

infrastructures. For Vientiane, Phnom Phen and Poipet-Srisophon, each has better infrastructures



but needs partial infrastructure improvement. Lastly, since there are many non-infrastructure
factors such as labor cost, regulations, market, and resources; more studies are needed in these

to give a comprehensive view for Thai investors.
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