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Drugs and Muslim Life in a Thai Lower Southern Province
Abstract

One problem that happening along with the insurgency in the southernmost provinces
of Thailand since 2004 is the spread of drugs. In the past five years, local people feel that drugs
have become a bigger problem than the violence. It raised a question of this research to find
out why drug which is illegal and against the Islam has spread in the Muslim group and how

they live together between drug users and non-drug users in the village.

This research studies the way of life of drug users and people in a community in the
lower southern village in Thailand where most people are Muslim but the statistic shows the
highest spread of drugs. There are two objectives in this research. The first objective is to study
the everyday life of drug users and local people who live with drugs users. Another is to

interpretation of drugs in Islam from Islamic religious leaders and people in the community.

The research reveals that the heavy spread of drug has changed the local people’s
perspective on drug. They used to think that drug users are disgusting, but when members of
almost all families in @ community have been drug users, drug addiction turns normal. Drug
users are still responsible for their works, families, and their everyday life; therefore, drug use is
not a problem in both family and community. Moreover, they value a kinship relationship
more than others social norms that serve the spread of drugs but protects drug criminal in a

community at the same time.
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