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L earning and adaptation for existencein arisk society:
A case study of Hat Yai District, Songkhla Province

Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative study was to analyze the conditions and process
of adaptation for existence in arisk society. Textual analysis was conducted on data
collected from in-depth interviews with traders and government officials about their
experiences; data were also collected from observations, and related research reports.
The study found that the confidence and trust in Hat Y ai as a metropolis of happiness
among people facing risk society were important conditions that had resulted in
leaning and adaptation to living in arisk society. Key informants were small-scale
traders who had small business in front of Lee Gardens Plaza Hotel, Niphat Uthit 2
Road, and Niphat Uthit 3 Road. Even though their businessis not large, they have the
rights as citizens in taking care of, and keeping surveillance on the city. They try to
make the city safe and secure by working with the government sector, various
organizations, and other trading members. Thisis how they have adapted themselves
under their rights as citizens so that they can live in the risk society. The adaptations,
however, have taken place not only in the context of the people sector but also in that
of the state sector. In the context of the people sector, adaptation consists of helping
and depending on each other among traders, keeping an eye on strangers and strange
objects, revising trading rules and regulations among themselves, gather people's
forces in the Surveillance Network Project of the people sector, and expanding the
scope of the Trading Group to the Security of Life and Property Group. In the context
of the state sector, adaptation consists of initiation to drive disaster-related
surveillance, assignments of new missions in coordination of city-caring
communities, and seeing the importance of integrated work among government
organizations. With the definition given to Hat Yai as arisk society, the life patterns
of people have been changed to be able to help each other under the thought of Hat
Yai as an area with economic capital, closer relationships between the state and
people, and people’'s alertness in taking care of their own security and society as a
whole simultaneously.
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