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Research Project:  Elderly in Chinese Society: Welfare Services, Model for

Elderly Care and Social Activity

Researcher: Assistant Professor Dr.Teera Sindecharak2 et al

Abstract

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the welfare systems among Chinese
elderly in China 2) To study elderly care service provision in China from successful areas and
3) to study the factors that caused the social activity for supporting elderly potentially. In
addition, the documentary research, non-participatory observation, and in-depth interview
are used in this study. Two areas of this study consist of Jing’An district in Shanghai and

Sichuan province in Chengdu city.
The results of this study are as followed:

1) Considering the welfare of income security for elderly in the present, it is divided
into two systems; social insurance and social assistance. Social insurance covers pension for
the elderly, unemployment, medical treatment, injury from work and replacement, and
childbearing. Social assistance is established by government fund to assist individuals and
families who are the poverty. These welfares on social security are needed for a good

livelihood, healthcare, education, housing or others conventionally.

2) For elderly day care service provision from successful areas, care of the elderly
services differ according to the context of each community and the source of establishment
on elderly day care service. In Jing’An district, the government has signed an agreement with
Shanghai to develop to be a model of elderly care center. For the elderly care center in
Wen Jiang (spirit home) based on state agency, it is established by Non Profit Organization-
NPO. The volunteers of elderly day care center are found to take care of elderly in

communities. Besides, the corporation between community and government that leads to
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the relationship and feeling of ownership in community. Furthermore, elderly are not
neglected. The highlight of two elderly day care centers is similar as regard to the service
mind of the officials who take care of the elderly. This results in a good, standard, and
professional service. Moreover, regarding the housing management, Chinese government

takes into account psychological factors and convenience of suitable habitat for the elderly.

3) The activities of the elderly based on two interested areas are divided into three
types namely leisure activities and recreation, the activity on promotion of learning and
training, and the service activity that are beneficial to society. The special activity which is
found in Jing’An province is match making. This activity is established as an elderly center to
gather any elderly for sharing their family and children stories. This match making activity is
an interacting aspect of elderly leading to the social participation. On the other hand,
Shanghai city, city municipal, encourages the elderly to learn, educate and further
participation any activities by establishing university for the elderly. Regarding the use of
public space in China, the population has a freedom to use it. It is nearby the community
and convenient. The government supports social activities such as public space for all
populations and elderly. The emphasis on the value regarding health and exercise among

affected the attitude among elderly to enjoy exercising as well.



