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Abstract

The main purpose of this research is to analyze the factors that made Betong , a border
economic district, be able to survive under the violent situation in 3 provinces of Southern borders. The
researcher studied the history and the present of Betong and surrounding areas by researching a

secondary data, doing ethnography and a focus group interview.

The results of research found that Betong was a small town in the middle of the mountains
across the Malaysia-Thailand border with Muslims as a native population. Afterwards, Chinese began to
move and settle down in the same area which made the number of Muslim and Chinese almost equal.
Because of a landlocked topography with inaccessible transportation, two different races had to live
together in this rural area with a codependent relationship. They built houses, helped each other about
trading and also got married as the interfaith marriages. Those kept them connected among the
differences. Without influence from the outside, Thai culture hadn't caused any problems to Muslim in
Betong including the absence of anyone deriving from the old royal family, therefore it is less likely to
see the act of planting and provoking the idea of seperating the land to Muslim in Betong comparing to

Muslim in other areas.

As a border economic district, Betong became civilized by attracting the tourists with Chinese
culture from different races. Chinese also owned many stores that made the amount of money from
agriculture shift to an tourism industry. Because of this, Chinese has most of economic power while
Muslim has most of social power in Betong recently. This helps balancing the two different races living
in the same area. Even Betong has landlocked topography, it is now civilized by people exchanging the
news and the products from outside the community. This made the relationship between the two
different races start to change in some ways including people living with less dependence on one
another, the decrease on interaction between races due to an influence of the people of the same race
outside the community, and also that people start to have less trust in one another. However, the
civilization and the violent situation in 3 provinces in Sounthern border have effected the economy in
Betong including the tourism industry. This lead local people to play a role as the executors and the
supporters in protecting their community. Including the advantages of the topography of Betong, the
protection is effective and becomes another factor that helps protecting and decrease the violent

situation in the present.



