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Abstract

This qualitative study was aimed at investigating (1) development and unique features
of night markets in Yaring District, Pattani Province of Thailand, (2) adaptation of sellers,
customers, market managers, and communities to the way of the night markets under the
unrest situation, (3) relations of characteristics of violence in the night market and the fear of
locals, and (4) the effect of violence on the structure and the function of the night markets.
The sample included sellers, customers, market managers and locals of 10 night markets in
Yaring District which has been run for over one year. Data were collected through an

observation

The findings indicated that the night markets in the studied area were initially started
from the night Islamic lecture activity at Dalo Pondok Institute in 1991. They were mainly food
markets with some necessary household products. The bustle of the night markets was at 5
p.m. — 6 p.m. After the violence at Krue Se Mosque in April 2004, the structures of the night
markets were changed. The customers’ shopping time was earlier, leading to sellers’
adaptation. At the same time, the market managers were mechanism for adapting locations of
the markets to prevent a facilitator to violence. In addition, the time drove the three groups of
people to form a new night market based on the adapted structures of the previous ones in
order to survive under the unrest situation. Moreover, a fear degree of the locals was related

to the characteristics of violence in various aspects: scenes and times, target victims, violence
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forms, and the officials’ operation to the violence. Accordingly, the social roles of the studied
night markets did not cover only economic and cultural aspects but also a conflict one, that

is, they created a space for reactions between Thai Buddhist and Thai Muslim locals, and were

also an indicator of violence in the area.



