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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate directions of public schools’ educational
development amid unrest in the three southern border provinces from the perspectives of
Malayu-Muslim teachers. The instrument of this study was an in-depth interview, which was
with the belief that collecting data from ‘insider’ may provide important aspects which could
contribute to a deeper understanding of the complicated situations. It could also bring
benefits to the educational development in the three southern border provinces. The samples

of this study were eo public schools that were affected by the unrest.

The study found that the Malayu-Muslim teachers expressed that the schools have
encountered several problems since the eruption of the unrest in wooe. The important issues
emerged in this study were the security issue of the educational personnel, the timing of
teaching and learning, and the lack of professional teachers. However, even though there has
been violence for the last o years, the schools could adapt themselves quite well in several
aspects. As a result, they could manage teaching and learning quite well. The teachers’
morale has also improved. Regarding the adaptation of the schools to the unrest, the schools
have set the directions of schools’ educational development in congruence with the people’s
way of life, culture and Islamic principles. Several Malayu-Muslim teachers considered the
unrest as ‘opportunities’ rather than a ‘crisis’. Theopportunities mean that Thai government

pays more attention to the schools’ educational management which corresponds to the

|H



needs of the local people in the three provinces, and the government also gives the schools
more freedom to manage themselves. In addition, the government gives the opportunity to
the schools to jointly set the directions of the development with communities as well as
religious organizations, especially in intensive Islamic studies teaching and learning
management (s-e@o hours teaching that promotes Islamic studies, the Malay language and the
Arabic language, which have been the needs of the people). These are considered important
opportunities that do not isolate the schools from the communities and that ease the Malayu-
Muslim teachers’ tension since the schools have adapted to the people’s way of life and
Istamic principles. Therefore, the teachers feel that they are more trusted by the communities

and are more secured.

The Malayu-Muslim teachers pointed out that the government has run the right policy
and it could be fruitful when it comes into effect. Meanwhile, on the one hand, the
communities acknowledged the government’s sincerity in solving the unrest. On the other
hand, they are ensured that their voice was heard as the government has provided for what

they need. These are to show respect for the Malayu-Muslim people’s way of life.
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