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Abstract
Project Code: RDG5610035
Project Head: Assistant Professor Dr. Suchart Setthamalinee
E-Mail: naisuchart@gmail.com

Project Duration: 1 August 2013 — 31 July 2015

This research aims to study daily practices for peacebuilding of Muslims in ethnoreligious
pluralistic communities in northern Thailand. Currently, there are very few studies in this area to
study issues of Muslims in the north. Hopefully, the study will fill the gap of Muslim studies in
Thailand, and more importantly may be a good lesson for peacefully coexisting to overcome the
myths and mistrust towards each other which may lead to violent conflicts in the future.

This study conducts anthropological research by using various methods for collecting data
such as in-depth interview and participant observation in daily practices of two Muslim
communities in northern Thailand which peacefully coexist with Thai Buddhists. The researcher
employs concepts of coexistence and social cohesion to analyze the data of this study. The
research finds conditions for peacebuilding from below as the following factors:

1) Active engagement and respect the differences.

2) Constructing some common identities for a sense of oneness.

3) Participatory in decision making of any issues in the community.

4) Attempting to understand others.


mailto:naisuchart@gmail.com

For the policy recommendations, the study suggests that every partner of peacebuilding
should find ways for building peace in the community and society as follow:

1) The government should implement a policy of interfaith network for peacebuilding
in Thai society.

2) Develop and support a learning center for religious and ethnic groups to promote
understanding between religions.

3) Support activities at the community level for bringing people in different faiths to
engage and learn to respect each other.

4) To develop the potential of religious and community leaders to build understanding
of the concept of peaceful co-existence in an ethnoreligious pluralistic society.

5) Strengthening more understanding between religions through various channels.

Keywords: peacebuilding, peacebuilding from below, pluralistic society, ethnoreligious identity,

Muslims in northern Thailand
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