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Abstract

The study titled “The Institutional Arrangement and Aid Effectiveness: The case study of
Japan’s and Thailand’s aid provision in CLMV” aims to, firstly, study Japan’s and Thailand’s aid
provision process in Mekong countries, namely, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Vietnam;
secondly, to understand the factors that contribute to effectiveness of Japan’s and Thailand’s
aid in 4 recipient countries; and thirdly, to draw the lesson learned from Japanese experience of
being donor and provide policy recommendation to Thailand as an emerging donor looking for
the best practice.

There are 2 research questions, namely, first, what is the institutional and organizational
arrangement of Japan’s and Thailand’s aid provision?; and second, what are factors that
contribute to effectiveness of Japan’s and Thailand’s aid provision and development projects
to 4 recipient countries in Mekong region? Data is collected by documentary research and field
work in 4 recipient countries, and is analyzed by an approach of institutionalism as well as a
concept and indicators of aid effectiveness set by OECD.

The result of the study shows that with the different institutional and organizational
arrangement, Japan’s and Thailand’s aid effectiveness in recipient countries is different. Put it
simply, Japan’s aid provision process is more efficient which leads to aid effectiveness. The
factors that contribute to effective Japan’s and Thailand’s aid provision and development
projects are firstly, the political will of both sides, secondly, the consent of both sides regarding
aid provision and reception; and lastly, the need for development aid from recipient side.

Regarding the policy recommendation for Thailand, as it is found out from Japan’s
experiences that the clear, systematic, and unified institutional and organizational arrangement
is the key element for success, the government should improve the institution, and re-structure
the organization involved in this policy. In addition, to facilitate and strengthen the function of
TICA and NEDA in neighboring countries, the government should consider the possibility to open

overseas offices in some recipient countries.



