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Abstract

“Borderland and Diversity of Belief Systems:

Contested Sacred Space and Symbolic Domination”

This research project is an attempt to understand the diversity of belief systems and
religious cults in the borderland by way of examining beliefs and rituals as adaptive strategies of
borderlanders. Attempts are also made to study religious pluralism and socio—cultural conditions
and factors contributing to the peaceful co-existence and/or conflicts among different religions in
order to enable us to understand changes and adaptations of various groups of borderlanders, and
to disseminate an understanding of various factors and interpretations of inter-religious and inter-

ethnic relations and conflicts to the public.
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