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Abstract

Information of cow-calf production were collected through questionnaires,
interviews, and seminars with the producers in the upper Northeast (130 cow-calf producers,
Sakon Nakhon), lower Northeast (341 cow-calf producers, Buriram) and Central areas (30
cow-calf producers, Suphanburi, Chai Nat, Nakhon Sawan, Nakhon Pathom and
Kanchanaburi) of Thailand. These information were statistically analyzed in order to
evaluate the current status, cost and benefits of cow-calf production. The analyses results
indicate the situation, attitude, and factors influencing the decision to raise cows for cow-calf
production of the producers in the study areas. Cow-calf production in different areas have
different business management. Cow-calf production in the upper Northeast area was
characterized as a cooperative, while cow-calf production in the lower Northeast area was
characterized as monoculture, and cow-calf production in the Central area was
characterized as monoculture a business partnership. Cow-calf producers in the upper
Northeast area had costs in cash (excluded labor, opportunity of investment, and
depreciation costs) 10,007 baht per cow, and received net profit from selling the weaned
calf 7,422 baht per calf. Cow-calf producers in the lower Northeast area had cost in cash
10,608 baht per cow, and received net profit from selling the weaned calf 5,036 baht per
calf. While, cow-calf producers in the Central area had cost in cash 4,028 Baht per cow, and
received net profit from selling the weaned calf 16,551 Baht per calf. Differences in costs
and benefits (net profit) of cow-calf production in these areas were affected by management
style, number of cattle in the herd, labors used in cow-calf production, and the individual
producers (P < 0.05). Incorporation of cow-calf producers, and defining terms or trading
standard helped reducing costs and increased efficiency of commercial cow-calf production.
Suggestions for increasing the number of beef cattle and cow-calf producers were collected
from the producers participated in this study. These results indicate the potential for

improvement of the cow-calf production in Thailand.
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