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Abstract
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This study examined students’ usage of Facebook regarding using purposes,
motivation, creative usage, effects of usage, ratio of students addicted to Facebook
and investigated guidelines for promoting the creative usage of Facebook. The mix
methods of quantitative and qualitative research were conducted. The survey was
used for quantitative research to collect the data from 1,080 samples using a
questionnaire. Regarding the qualitative data, focus group interviews were conducted
with two groups: students and instructors. The results reveal that students were on
Facebook many times a day, using smartphones. Each time they would spend about
10-20 minutes. They usually used Facebook to talk with their friends. The motivation
to use Facebook was for relaxation, and they used it when they felt bored. The most
creative usage of Facebook was to update news and information. This enabled them
to keep up with current events very well. However, students did not get any negative
effects on their study and relationship with others; only a small effect on health was
found. 34.8 percent of students were found to be addicted to Facebook usage, while
46.8 per cent of them used Facebook at a moderate level. Time management skill
was the only one factor affecting students’ learning achievement. If they could
manage time efficiently, they would have satisfactory learning outcomes. This study
also found that the use of Facebook did not have an influence on students’ learning
achievement, absence, and coming late to class. This study suggests that instructors
use Facebook to supplement the teaching and learning process in order to guide
students to creative usage of Facebook.
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