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Subject: Guideline for Development Participatory beyond Senior Tourists and

Community Tourism in the Upper North

Project: Tourism Management and Administration in the Upper North of

Thailand for Supporting Senior Tourists

Research Fund for the year of 2013: 790,100 Baht
Research Period: 1 year — From August 2013 to July 2014
Researchers: Samart Suwannarat, Sudarat Auttarat, Nattasit Srinurak and

Sasiporn Kaewpinij

ABSTRACT

Thai population ratio, nowadays, has been changing and gradually pushing
Thai society forwards ageing society similar to global situation. That’s been affected
to tourism industrial due to all market and tourism service should be developed
themselves to be suit with a new raising tourist group. This research, therefore, goals
to study on potency and readiness of tourism spot in northern provinces on
infrastructure, public service and social adaptation by focusing on 6 famous tourism
spots; voted by senior tourists. Then, additionally, evaluated and ranked for choosing
one place to be the pilot area for developing a guideline for development
participatory beyond senior tourists and community tourism.

Consequently, the 6 famous reflects a non-readiness in infrastructure and
public service but most of their people are passionate to experiment and learn how
to serve senior tourist and wish to be a part of change. According to the evaluation
result, researcher chose Wat Phu-Min in Nan province to initial a pilot project,
workshop, and several programs aimed to strengthen community tourism potency.
That finally gained impressive outcome, especially, the memorable participation
between community members and senior tourism when a new tourism program has
been confidentially launched.

After the program, community members and research team have translated
and crystalized the valuable experiences to conceive the guideline for development
on tourist place and tourism service for supporting senior tourism. The guideline
consists two major instructions; first, Personnel Development, development of
personnel understanding on senior tourism concept which is about an aspect of

senior tourist, how to service and taking care and how to engage to other relative



units to support senior tourism. Second is Tourism Site Development, addressed
the need and area context for conducting an appropriate program by using concept
of universal design to develop infrastructure and public service, moreover, promote
wisely applying tourism potency with community participation in resource

management and a sustainable tourism.
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