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Abstract

This research paper is a synthesis of knowledge gathering from related researches
in the realm of image, management, participation in tourism activities, strategic issues
and competency development of Community Tourism in Thailand and Lao PDR for
supporting ASEAN tourism expansion in 2015. The researchers have conducted a
community survey in some villages where carried on Community Tourism in 4 provinces
of Thailand which are Chiang Rai, Phayao, Nan and Uttaradit and 4 provinces of Lao PDR
which are Luang Prabang, Oudomxay, Luang Namtha and Bokeo. This research has
collected data from field research, an in-depth interview, a focus group, and
questionnaires. Samplings are Thai/Lao stakeholders in Community Tourism. The findings
are as follows; Lao PDR Community Tourism management and potential has had high
criterion when compared with Thailand. Lao PDR Community Tourism’s image is clearer
than Thailand. The positioning of Community Tourism strategies and competency
development can divide into 2 parts. Firstly, offensive strategies are (1) to build up a
Thai/Lao community tourism network for developing cooperative tourism not
competitive one (2) to mutually administrate and manage borderlands under
collaboration of both local governments (3) to specify explicit image and positioning of
Community Tourism and (4) to create new Community Tourism image and activities
which link community based tourist spots in Thai/Lao borderlands area. Meanwhile,
defensive strategies are (1) to mutually develop community tourism skilled-human
resources between Thailand and Lao PDR and (2) to support the possibility of food

production for tourist in both countries.
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