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Abstract

Project code : RDG56A0007

Project title : Tools for Peatland Management in Pru Chim Plee, Krasasin District, Songkhla
Province.
Researchers : Ms. Benchawan Teerakul, Dr. Narit Duangsuwan, Ms. Rattanaporn Siriarayaporn,

Mr. Asada Busabong and Ms. Surirat Chaicher.
E-mail address : benchawan.t@psu.ac.th

Project duration: 1 year and 2 months

The conversion of the Pru Chim Plee peatland (in Cheng Sae sub-district of Krasasin district in
Songkhla province) to oil palm plantation has impacted on the peatland forest negatively by decreasing
the valuable ecosystem services and functions. This study aimed to develop guidelines for the
sustainable management of the Pru Chim Plee peatland through stakeholder participation. Proposed
guidelines will be useful for responsible organizations and the local community for managing this
peatland sustainability. The adopted research strategy was a mixed-method approach comprising a
survey and scientific data analysis using qualitative and quantitative research. The results indicate that
Pru Chim Plee is secondary peatland which has a high diversity of plant and animal species. The
valuable functions provided by this peatland support the livelihood of local communities; for instance,
the use of fishery resources, Melaleuca trees, non-timber forest products, water, and pasture. The
peatland is worth 1,957,778.90 baht per year for 39 households that use products from this peatland.
Among these, 32 households earned 1,639,487.20 baht per year from fishery activities and 9
households earned 318,291.70 baht per year from using Melaleuca trees and non-timber
forest products. Guidelines for the sustainable use of Pru Chim Plee peatland were developed which
comprised: 1) sustainable use of peatland products; 2) sustainable tourism, and 3) sustainable
agriculture. For the management of this peatland, guidelines for the sustainable management of Pru
Chim Plee peatland were proposed which comprised 2 components, including 3 management practices
and 3 cross-cutting issues. Management practices proposed for the sustainable management of Pru
Chim Plee peatland include: 1) protection of the remaining peatland; 2) sustainable use of peatland, and
3) restoration of the degraded peatland area. Cross-cutting issues to be considered while implementing

each management practice are: 1) institutions; 2) polices and legislation, and 3) public participation.
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Environmental management tools including public participation and consensus, and
policies/legislation/regulation, are components of the guidelines which are important for the

management of private peatland.
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