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Abstract

Research Title : A Research Project on Designing a Learning Process and Tool for Area-
Based Development

Researchers : Preecha Uitragool, Ruengrawee Pichaikul, Vichit Nantaworawan, Sirikorn
Boonsang, Chamnong Raekphinit, Nalinee Kangsirikul, Sureemart Wianwong

The objective of this study is to develop a guideline manual to be used as a
tool to enable powerful community forum and process. The findings of an action research
that was conducted in parallel have provided a conceptual framework, contents, and
methodologies in the design of each forum. This guideline manual for community forum is
intended to support the Country’s Reform Agenda by applying two key analysis tools that
facilitate the collection of primary data from family’s account and community’s resource
map. The first draft of guideline manual which basically includes contents, topics,
questions, techniques and tips for facilitators was initially tested in two local communities.
Consequent feedbacks of the field tests were used to refine the final guideline manual to
be more locally well-fitting and empowering. The guideline manual entitled “Community
Dialogue for Local and Social Reform” consists of five forums that plan to apply three
forums at the village level, one each in at the Tambon and Amphoe level.

The forums at the village level aim at increasing understanding of local
participants on the dynamic of external factors such as global and national situations that
are impacting each internal community, and how communities want to respond to these
changes. It is believed that an increased awareness on own family and community through
family’s accounting, and a realization of community’s capitals through natural resource
mapping exercises, could help strengthen self- management at family and community
levels. Their strong self-determination can demonstrate in a variety of plans and projects
that they, the local people, commit to implement by themselves, or they may join with
other agencies within and outside their communities. These collective actions at the grass-
root level will subsequently and gradually contribute a great deal to the reform of the

entire society.
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