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Abstract

This monograph is part of output from the project on “Research and Development on E-
learning Exercises to Solve Pronunciation Problems When Reading and Speaking Thai” funded by the
Thailand Research Fund (2013-2015). The aim of this project is to help the ethnic minority children and
teenagers living in the remote northern areas of Thailand to improve their Standard Thai pronunciation
and enable them to relate the spellings of words to pronunciation. Using an integrated knowledge of
linguistics, folklore and computer science, printed materials and computer games were produced by the
research team for use as supplementary exercises for regular Thai language lessons taught in elementary
and secondary schools (grades 4-9).

With regard to the linguistic part of this project, a contrastive analysis and error analysis were
done. The three important research findings are: (1) the Khon Mueang (Northern Thai speakers) students
and the ethnic minority students made similar mistakes. Because of the poverty of their families, their
being orphans or having less opportunity for a good education, in order to have a better life and
education, they have to leave their villages in the remote areas to be ordained and live in monasteries
where Kham Mueang or the Northern Thai dialect was spoken as the common language or the lingua
franca; (2) the most obvious problem shared by the 100 error analysis participants (77 novice students
and 23 ordinary students) was the pronunciation of “5” (the Thai r sound) and of consonant clusters; and
(3) their poor reading skills were the cause of most variable mistakes when reading the Thai test passage.

Based on the above research findings and a knowledge of Thai phonetics and phonology, 48
pronunciation exercises for practising Thai initial and final consonants, vowels, tones, word stress and
rhythmic stress were provided in the hope that Thai language teachers would be able to use this “Thai
Pronunciation Monograph” as a handbook when preparing their own suitable pronunciation materials to

help improve their students’ pronunciation of Standard Thai.
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Abstract

A Language-Talented Novice, in Tales for Thai Pronunciation Practice, is a creative project
stemming from Thai Pronunciation Monograph, designed by Professor Dr. Theraphan Luangthongkum to
be used as a “teacher’s handbook.” In this book, lists of words are provided in categories according to
linguistic explanation of pronunciation practicing, which includes initial consonant sounds, final consonant
sounds, vowel sounds, tones, and word stress and rhythmic stress, altogether in 48 main exercises. The
purpose of this book is to assist novices of various ethnic backgrounds in the General Buddhist Scripture
Schools and general readers in solving the problem of incorrect articulation when speaking standard Thai.

Initially, the 48 main exercise was adapted into “a series of articulation practices and tests,” with
187 sections. The structure for each section was as follows: 1) a list of words, derived from Thai
Pronunciation Monograph; 2) various types of Thai verse: Kap Yani 11, Kap Chabang 16, Kap
Surangkhanang 28, Klon 6, and Klon 8; and 3) Prose, containing sentences written for articulation tests.
The researchers used all these three components as a core part for most of the different sound practices
including 42 sets of practices and tests for initial consonant sounds, 27 sets for final consonant sounds, 57
sets for vowel sounds, and 26 sets for tone, except 35 sets for stressed and unstressed sounds, in which
poems were replaced by two passages in prose for practices and tests for the reason that the prosodic
restriction of verse would alter word stress and rhythmic stress patterns.

The researchers have therefore expanded the 187 sections, making them more appealing and
suitable to be used in class. One main tale is employed in the presentation of a lesson. It is a story about
the adventures of a novice named Petch and his friends. They travel to five lands, namely, The Chedi
Jungle of Fantasy Land, The Sunken Ship at the Oceanic City, The Constellation in Space, The Dessert
Village in the Maze Forest, and The Emerald Caverns of the Magical Mountains. Petch and his friends have
to gather all the seeds of intellect in these different places and take them home. The five adventurous
episodes are like “sub-stories” within a “main story.” Also, the tales include motifs of characters,
incidents, and magical objects found in both Thai and foreign tales and Thai beliefs.

With all the aforementioned characteristics, Tales for Thai Pronunciation Practice is classified as
Thai edutainment since knowledge of various fields, namely, linguistics, Thai, Thai literature, and folklore
is integrated in the “research” and the “development” of this project. Thus, the readers not only learn

how to improve their Thai pronunciation and speaking but also acquire these complementary knowledge.
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Abstract

The digital training program for Thai pronunciation is part of a joint research program
between the Faculty of Engineering and the Faculty of Arts at Chulalongkorn University. The product
of this research is a digital training program that helps its users to practice Thai pronunciation,
focusing on words and sentences which are often mispronounced. The training program has been
made into a computer game, which narrates the adventures of a young novice and his friends.
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