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Abstract

The establishment of ASEAN Socio-cultural Community (ASCC) at the end of 2015
has brought into sharp focus the issue of community building to bring the people front and
center. Sufficiency economy is recognized as the vital development enabler in ASCC
movement framework. In order to maintain the unity of ASEAN community, the research

proposes the idea of ASEAN sufficiency economy philosophy.

A collection of moralizing narratives of different sufficiency case studies based on
grounded theory that touches on the beauty of daily life, morality and ecological assests
with practical innovations would empower the people and mediate the diversity. Taking
ASEAN view but with a focus on Thailand and CLMV countries (Cambodia, Lao PDR,
Myanmar and Vietnam), the study explores conditions related to cultural and social
innovation dimensions, i.e., belief, local wisdoms and culture. It also offers a radical
interpretation of Buddhist Philosophy necessitated for the development of Brahmavihara
Dharma and Sangahavatthu Dharma Society. An idea society promotes inclusive and
sustainable growth, by widening learning opportunities to sharing, caring and connection.
The practice of economy sufficiency philosophy is being evaluated in various domain of
society including community economy, environmental wealth, social enterprise and
development policy. The research also develops Buddhist ASEAN Study curriculum for the

International Buddhist Studies College of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University.

The Buddhist ASEAN Study curriculum designed to connect people and prepare
myriad of learners and stakeholders for the world of practice driven by innovations and
climate changes in years ahead. New formats for information inquiry are well-developed
ranging from field survey, focus group, in-depth interview and knowledge management. But
the dominant modes of data collection claimed to be heroic are the websitized debate and
philosophical discourse of experience in order to collaboratively construct articulations of

shared understandings for grounded theory.

Equipped with research-based sufficiency knowledge, the learners will be gradually
developed to become the practical philosophers and ready for ASEAN exposure as well as
cross-country investigation for new practices. The curriculum would be an alternative to
intensify the knowledge and contextual relevance that encourages Sangha education
system improvement. The sufficiency economy integration on a collective scale will

revolutionalize human relationship and spur the development of ASEAN communities.

Keywords: Buddhist ASEAN, Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, CLMV Countries
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