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Abstract

Project Code RDG 5710034
Title Land Ownership Changes in the Lower Northeastern Region: A Case Study of
Chong Jom, Chong Sa-ngam and Chong Mek Border Trade Market (RDG 5710034)

Project Head Miss Jirapa Sophon

Email jira30000@hotmail.com

Duration 1 January 2014 to 31 August 2015

This research studied changes in land ownership in areas nearby Chong Jom, Chong Sa-
ngam and Chong Mek border trade market. The research focused on the timeline after the
economic cooperation framework of the "Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic
Cooperation Strategy" or "ACMECS" in 2003. The research attempted to study main three key
issues: characteristics of the land ownership change, causes of the land ownership change and
impacts of the land ownership change. Sampling size (using Simple Random Sampling) was 104
representative households from Chong Jom border trade market, 113 households from Chong
Sa-ngam border trade market, and 67 households from Chong Mek border trade market. The

following is a summary of the results.

The study found that 118 household (41.5%) had land ownership changes. The study
area near Chong Jom had the most land ownership change, following by Chong Sa-Ngam and

Chong Mek respectively. In the three areas, characteristic of land ownership change was buying



leasing and selling respectively. Important causes of selling/renting land in the three areas were
quite similar including the poverty and debt of the land owners, lack of agricultural investment,
and increased land price. Causes of buying/leasing land, in Chong Jom area was land
requirement for commercial investment owing to an expansion of the border trade market, in
Chong Sa-Ngam and Cnong Mek were housing and agriculture.

Significantly positive impacts from land ownership change were income for household
expense and paying off their debts, and changes in occupation from agriculture to self-
employment and commerce. However, negative impacts found in the study areas were more
household expense and even new debt because of the materialistic values, and changes in
occupation values and lifestyle. Furthermore, in Chong Jom, agricultural land was turned to
slum areas for warehouse and housing for Cambodian merchants. In Chong Sa-Ngam, outsiders
with superior economic status imposed exclusive rights over the land and not allowing local
people to access their land. In Chong Mek, many agriculture land were also declared for
exclusive rights over the land as well as used for logging warehouse which creating dust
pollution to the community.

Keywords land ownership change, liberalization, border trade
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