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Abstract

This research focuses on the booms of cash crops and the change of land uses
and land ownerships in the borderland of Thai-Laos. This study examines the booms of
two kinds of crop crops. One is the boom of cassava production in the borderland of
Ubon Ratchatani Province and another is the boom of hybrid seeds production in the
borderland of Amnat Jareon Province respectively. This research aims to answer four
main questions: (1) what are the conditions which contribute to the expansion of cash
crops in the borderland of Thai-Laos; (2) what are the mechanisms being used to
support the expansion of cash crops in the borderland; and (3) what are the relationship
between cash crops boom and its impact on changing patterns of land use and land
ownerships in the borderland of Thai-Laos; and (4) what are the policy
recommendations for borderland management to create socio-economic and political
sustainability. This research adopts quantitative and qualitative methods, and two field
sites within two provinces along the Thai-Laos are examined in 2014. The findings are
four folds as following,

Firstly, the conditions that support the cash crops booms in the borderland of
Thai-Laos are the governmental development of infrastructure, the availability of
immigrant workers from Lao PDR., the suitable ecosystem, and the availability of lands
which can be tumned into agricultural lands. Moreover, types of cash crops and markets
for cash crops are all contributed to the boom of cash crops in the borderland of Thai-
Laos.

Secondly, the booms of cash crop in the borderland are more and more
associated with agro-industrial. It indicates that agro-industry is increasingly dominated
agricultural sector of Thailand. In case of bio-fuel manufacture, manufacturer uses
various strategies to stimulate the boom of cassava and the expansion of cassava
production. One of the most important strategies being used by the bio-fuel factory is
market mechanism. Since the factory is the major buyer of cassava in the province, the
factory can manipulate the selling price of cassava in the province. In this sense, the
motive of bio-fuel manufacturer is to protect its monopoly on cassava price in the
province. In case of hybrid seeds industry, the mechanism being used by transnational
corporations (TNCs) is contract farming. Contract farming here is a mechanism to

facilitate the growth of seed production in the borderland of Northeastern Thailand.



Contract farming helps TNCs to access to lands and labors of farmers who have
capabilities to produce hybrid seeds. In the perspective of TNCs, contract farming helps
to ensure quality and quantity of hybrid seeds required. In the perspective of farmers,
contract farming allows them to access to capital, knowledge and techniques, and new
markets which are beneficial to them and helps them gaining better incomes and living
standard.

Thirdly, impacts of cash crops booms on land uses and land ownerships in the
borderland of Thai-Laos are enormous but different. In case of cassava production, the
boom of cassava in the borderland associates with agricultural expansion. The boom of
cassava production here contributes to the growth of land market and leasing land. As
land is turned into a commodity, land sales and land speculations take place
intensively. Accordingly, land use and land ownership has been changed continuously.
In the study sites which are located in the borderland and are turned to be cassava
production areas, the emergence of land market in the borderland is beneficial for a
group of local farmers who sell their lands with high price. Subsequently, they use
capitals being gained from land sale to invest in agriculture. In this sense, the boom of
cassava for bio-fuel production is beneficial for a group of farmers who have sufficient
lands and can manage their lands to benefit from the rise of cash crops booms. In
contrast, the booms of cash crops in the borderland generate negative impacts on
ecosystem and poor farmers. For the poor farmers, they have been affected by the
booms of cash crops in the borderland in various ways such as deteriorated
environment, health risk, and food insecurity. The more critical concern is the expansion
of agricultural frontier into national reserved forests such as national park and wildlife
sanctuary. It has led to the reduction of forests and conflicts between villagers and
governmental agencies. In case of seeds production, the boom of seeds industry in the
borderland does not lead to the rise of land markets and land speculations. As the
growth of seeds production here results from intensification of land use for agriculture.
Therefore, the farmers can maintain land ownerships and use lands for growing various
kinds of crops.

Finally, this research has a number of policy recommendations to manage the
borderland in a proper way in order to achieve socio-economic and environmental
sustainability: (1) maintaining a good relationship with neighboring countries to ensure

the supply of immigrant labors to work on farms in the border areas; (2) using a more



flexible and compromised borderland management policy to promote the participation
of various groups of people including governmental agencies, non-governmental bodies,
and local communities in the borderland management; (3) finding appropriate
regulations to control markets of cash crops and land markets in the border areas. Since
markets are important for development, it needs accurate regulations to support
economic growth but these regulations must be created socio-economic and
environmental sustainability as well as social justice. Therefore, it is necessary to have
different and specific policies for borderland management. In the borderland nearby the
reserved forests, the recommendation is to create the buffer zone in order to separate
boundaries between the forest areas and agricultural areas. In the borderland which is
connected to the Mekong River, the recommendation is to use flexible and
compromised policies for borderland management to generate benefits for people of
the two countries. Furthermore, to create social justice in contract farming and to
enhance negotiating power for contract farmers, the establishment of new organizations

and new laws to regulate contract farming is necessary.
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